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tored to be printed by the publie printer during the Con- 
os «for whieh the said member shall have been elected. 


Oe 6. And be it further enacted, That it shail be the | 
d vy of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House, and Secretary 
of the Senate, respectively, to deduct from the monthly 
sayments of members as herein provided tor, the amount 
r iis compensation for each day that such member shall 
be absent from the House or Senate, respectively, unless 
euch Representative, Senator, or Delegate shall assign as 
the reason for such absence the sickness of himself or of 
some member of his family. ss 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all acts or parts 


of acts inconsistent with, or repugnant to, the provisions of 


this act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. O. then addressed the House in favor of | 


the bill. His remarks are withheld for revision, 
and will appear in the Appendix. He concluded 
by moving the previous question. 

“Mr. MORGAN. - I move that the bill be laid 


. | 
upon the table; and on that motion | demand the 


yeas and nays. 
“ The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN, I demand tellers upon laying 
the bill on the table. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wape and 
DowpELL were appointed. @ 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 


« 


demanded. 


table. 


The previous we was seconded; and the 


main question ordered to be put. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill on the table. 


Mr. ENGLISH demanded the yeas and nays. | 


Mr. MORGAN demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Petron, and | 


Futter of Maine, were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 21, noes 124. 


So the yeas and nays were not ordered; one | 


fifth of the members present not voting in favor 
thereof. 

The question was taken; and the motion to lay 
on the table was not agreed to. 


The question now being on Mr. Orr’s substi- || 


tute for the bill, 
Mr. SAN DIDGE demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered 
The question was taken; and the substitute was 
agreed to—ayes 112, noes 52. 


“Mr. ENGLISH moved to lay the bill on the 


table. 
Mr. COLFAX called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading; || 


and it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ORR. I call for the previous question on 
the pa of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—eas 100, nays 99; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesérs. Aiken, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, Hendley S. 
Bennett, Benson, Bishop, Boyce, Brooks, Broom, Buftinton, 


James H. Campbell, Caruthers, Chatfee, Bayard Clarke, | 
Ezra ¢ lark, Howell Cobb, Comins, Covode, Damrell, Henry | 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dickson Dur- | 


fee, Edwards, Eustis, Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. 
Pulte r, Thomas J. D. Futler, Giddings, Gilbert, Greenwood, 
Robert B. Hall, J, Morrison Uarris, Thomas L. Harris, Har- 
rison, Herbert, Hickman, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kunkel, Lindley, 
Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Sam- 
uel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, Killian Miller, Mill 
Son, Millward, Moore, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
earce, Peck, Pelton, Perfnington, Perry, Pringle, Purvi- 
os Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Sage, Savage, Scott, Seward, 
Famuel A. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Thorington, Thurston, 
nee, T'rippe, Tyson, Vail, Vaik, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Ww. ker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Watson, 

‘elch, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, and Wood- 
Worth— 100. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Billinghurst, Bliss, 
wane Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Burnett, Cad- 
Cal er, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 

eskie, Clawson, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 
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97 in the affirmative—a further count not being 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
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| 

fax, Cragin, Craige, Cumback, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Edie, | 
|| Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, 
Flagler, Galloway, Goode, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, 
Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Kidwell, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Leteher, 
Lumpkin, Matteson, McCarty, MeMullin, Smith Miller, | 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Parker, | 
Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, 
Ready, Richardson, Ritchie, Ruffin, Sandidge, Sapp, Sher- | 
man, Shorter, Simmons, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbot, | 
Tappan, Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Wade, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wins 


Wright—99. 


So the bill was passed. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. COX, who was without the bar when his 
4ame was called, said that had he been present he 
would have voted in the negative. 

Mr. RUST, who was also without the bar 
when his name was called, said that if he had 


been present he would have voted in the affirma- | 
| 


tive. 


which the will was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table, 


on the latter motion. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. KUNKEL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay out of the 
contingent tund of the Hlouse the usi&l extra compensa- 


last Congress, and to the other employés of the House 
respectively, including those employed in the office of the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, an amount equal to 
twenty per cent. on their annual compensation : Provided, 
That this resolution shall not be construed to include the 
public printer. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope nobody will object 
to it after what has been done here to-day. 

Mr. JONES. 





object. 

Mr. KUNKEL. 
for the purpose of offering the resolution. 

Mr. JONES. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
1 The rules were suspended. 
|| Mr. KUNKEL. I call for the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | move to lay the 
resolution upon the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. KUNKEL moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the resolution was agreed to, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT OF 

T!S ARMY. 
| Mr. FAULKNER. 
sent of the House to permit me to report from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, with a view 
to its immediate passage, a bill which has not 
the recommendation of being a private bill, nor a 
land-jobbing bill, nor a custom-house bill, nor a 
| Congress compensation bill; and if, in the absence 


interests, at least, require its immediate passage. 
I mean the bill from the Senate for the increase 
and better organization of the medical and hos- 
pital departments of the Army. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 object. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move a suspension of 
| the rules. 
The rules were suspended; and, 
|_ Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
| Military Affairs, reported the bill referred to by 


Waldron, | 


|! low, Wood, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. | 


Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by | 


Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays | 


tion to that class of employés who received the same at the | 


I hope that those who have || 
tried to do what is right may be permitted to | 


I move to suspend the rules 


lask the unanimous con- | 


of such passports to its favor, the House will || 
entertain it, lam prepared to show that the pmblic | 
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him; and the House proceeded to consider the 
same. ; 


The bill was read in extenso. 


_Mr. FAULKNER demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the third reading of the biil. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and under 
the operation thereof, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading, and was accordingly read the third 
time. 

Mr. FAULKNER moved the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. FAULKNER moved to reconsider the 
| vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
|| to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 

which latter motion was agreed to. 

SECURITY OF PASSENGERS ON STEAM VES- 

SELS. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table and put upon its passage a bill 

d. R. No. 92) further amendatory of ** An act to 

|| provide for the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers on board of vessels propelled in whole or 

|| in part by steam, and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. | move to suspend the 
rules, and on that motion [ ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WALKER, 

|| and Wasnsurne of Wisconsin, were appointed. 
|| The House divided; and the tellers reported— 

ayes 71, noes 46. 

Mr. WASHBURNE., I call for the yeas and 

\| nays; but I will withdraw the call if the House 

|| consent to postpone the bill ull the first Wednes- 
day in December next. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
COURT-HOUSE AND POST OFFICE AT OGDENS- 
BURG, NEW YORK. 

|| gMr. SPINNER. I move to suspend the rules, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
purpose of reaching House bill (No. 210) for the 
erection ofa court-house and post office at Ogdens+ 
burg, New York. I wish the House to under- 
stand my proposition, so that it may vote under- 
| standingly. Itis to take up seriatim, and pass 
|| over, the bills on the Calendar, until we reach this 
|} bill, which is the sixth on the list. 
1 Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will give 
way for a little while, there is a very important 
|| public bill on the Speaker’s table from my friend, 
|| the head of the Judiciary Committee, reforming 
| the judiciary of the United States. It meets, as 
|| | understand, the approbation of that portion of 
| the Department having charge of it, of he Judi- 
| ciary Committee, and of every gentleman who has 
|| had his attention called to it. 
|| Mr. WAKEMAN. The Judiciary Committee 
|| do not all concur in that bill. 
|| Mr. SPINNER. I shall insist on my motion. 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire the House 
|| to go into the Committee of the Whole oni the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of taking up 
|| the mail steamer appropriation bill. 
| The SPEAKER. There is a pending question. 
| The question was taken on Mr. Spinwer’s mo- 
| tion; and it was not agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 

| Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 

Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act to reim- 

_burse the State of Vermont, the expenses incurred 

|| by her in paying her militia, called out in 1838-39 
to preserve the neutrality of the country; when 

| the Speaker signed the same. 

JUDICIARY REFORM. 

|| Mr. SIMMONS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up Senate bill (Ne. 
| 381) to amend the acts relating to fees, costs, and 

other judiciary expenses of the Government in 
the States, Territories, and District of Columbia, 
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at 
upon its passace. 

“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee 1 wish to inquire 
of the nileman from New York, whether this 
is the bill to reform the judiciary ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I think that that is a bill 
which ought to be passed. 

[here tion, the bill was taken 
or the question being on 
ordering it to be read a third time. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call the previous question. 

Mr. WALKER. Is it in order to move an 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order pending 
the call for the previous question. 

Mr. WALKER. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to allow four dollars per day to bailiffs ap- 
pointed for the circuit court of this District. Mr. 
Carlisle recommends that per diem. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will not admit the amend- 
This billis to stop depredations on the 
"l'reasury. 

Mr PI [ELPS. I desire to know whether the 
gentleman from New York has submitted the 
amendments agreed upon by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee ¢ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the best way 1s to 
pass the bill as it came from the 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. This bill was yester- 
day plac din my hands by the committee to re 
port; and we were directed to report as an amend- 
ment to strike out a certain section of the bill— 
the twelfth I It that section of the 
bill which repeals the act giving $500 as a com- 
pensation totheclerk. Ll have no objection to the 
previous question, with the understanding that 
that amendment isin. 

The SPEAKER. The House has suspended 
the rules on the statement of the Chair, that this 
bill was to be taken from the Speaker’s table. It 
appears now, that it was reported from the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and that an amendment was re- 
ported to the bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There is no amendment pro- 
posed by the Judiciary Committeee. 
Mr. H. MARSHALL. I say 

amendment. 

The SPEAKER. 
ary Committee? 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is a bill sent here frofh 
the Senate, and my motion was to take it from 
the Speaker’s table and act upon it. Lt has not 
been before the Judiciary Committee of the House, 
except informally. | took a copy of it for want 
of being able to have it referred. 

The SPEAKER. The rules have been sus- 
pended, that the bill might be taken from the 
Speaker’s table and considered at this time; and 
the main question has been ordered. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL, It is due to myself 
and to the members of the Judiciary Committee, 
that I should make a statement of the action of 
that committee, ‘The subject-matter of this bill 
was before our committee. 

Mr. STANTON. Is this question debatable? 
Was not the previous question demanded ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Simmons] demanded the previous 
question, and it has been ordered by the House, 
and debate is not in order, except by unanimous 
consent, 


Mr. STANTON. 


bye Ing no objer 


un fi consideration; 


nent. 


Senate 


thinks. is 


there is an 


Is it reported by the Judici- 


I object. I never get the 


; Bx | 
d for other purposes. I desire to have it put | 


Mr. STANTON. l object. 

‘The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

M ee PI | ELPS moved to reconsid r the vote by 

h the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table 
ter motion was agreed to. 


whit 


_ KANSAS BGUNDARY SURVEY. 

Mr. PHELPS. la 
of the House to report a bill from the 
of Ways and Means, making an appropriation 
for the survey 
sas Territory. [tis &bill making an appropriation 


| 
| 
| 


} 


; which lat- || 


k the unanimous consent | 
Committee | 


of $34,500 to carry out the existing legislation of | 


the country. 
No objection was made; and the bill was re- 
ported to the House, and without reading, carried 
through its se ul stages, and finally passed. 
Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which ed, and also moved to lay 
thre 
ter mowuon Was avret 


wor 
the bill was pa 
motion to reconsiud 
| to. 

MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I 
uspend d, and the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of taking up the mail 
steamer appropriation bill; but before doing so, 
I move the usual resolution terminaffne debate 
bill in five minutes after the committee 
proceeds to the consideration of the same. 
~ The resolution was acreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBBLL. 
my motion. 

The motion was azreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and 
the House resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Mace 
in the chair.) 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the bill of the 
House (No. 316@ making appropriations for the 
transportation of the United States mail by ocean 
steamers, and otherwise, during the fiscal year 


rules be s that 


on that 


I now ask for a vote upon 


ron the table; which lat- 


|] have nota right, upon an appeal from the de. 
] 
move that the 
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| 
| 


i hat || terday certainly covers this question, 
of the southern boundary of Kan- 


| irrelevant to the bill, and in every aspect oy; 


August 15, 


th day of April, 1860: Provided fuyth,. 
Phat the said Vanderbilt may commence said salen her, 
the passage and approval of this act; and for compensa Oy 
therefor, for the first six months he shall receive ta 
equal to the amount of postages for mail matter oa. 
during said six months. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I raise the Question of 
order, that the amendment is not in order to Pe 
appropriation bill, for the reason that it js j, = 
pendent legislation. a 

Mr. NORTON. In order that the 
order may be understood, I wish to say 


Mr. TRIPPE. 


terminate on the 27 


r 


F carry | 


point of 
——ee 


The decision of the Chair Ves. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no hesi. 


tation in deciding that the amendment is entirely 


¢ 


0 
i 


order. 
Mr. NORTON. I appeal from the decision o¢ 


the Chair, and wish to make one or two remarks 


upon it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Debate is not jp 
order, and | insist upon an enforcement of 4) 
rule. 


Mr. NORTON. 


I submit to the Chair whethe, 
cision of the Chair, to state the point UPON Which 
[ rely as showing that this amendment is proper 
and relevant to the bill reported by the Commi. 
tee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, 
to a question of orger. ; 
upon the appeal. 

Mr. NORTON. I merely wish to state thp 
provisions of the amendment, to show that they 
are —— to this portion of the bill, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. 
to it. 


The CHAIRMAN. The remarks of the sep. 
tleman from Illinois are not strictly in order, but 
the Chair hopes that the gentleman will be per. 


I rise 


I object to any debaie 


I object 
” 


‘ 


_ mitted to proceed for five minutes. 


ending the 30th of June, 1857, be now taken up || 


for consideration. 
The motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, by unanimous 
consent, the first reading of the bill was dispensed | 


with, and the bill was read by paragraphs for 


|} amendment. 


Mr. NORTON. 
bill, to come in after the second paragraph. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. General debate on this 


I move an amendment to the | 


Mr. NORTON. The portion of the bill tp 
which I have offered my amendment appropriates 
$819,500 for the transportation of the mails 
the Collins line of steamers from New York to 
Liverpool. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
tion of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. If the question is insisted 


I rise to a ques- 


| on, the Chair must decide that the remarks are 
| not in order. 


bill has been limited to five minutes, and I hope || 
| that the gentleman from Illinois will not press his || 


amendment at this time. 
Mr. NORTON. 


| floor on my amendment. 


_ If the gentleman yields the floor to me, he can get | 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 


speak to the gentleman’s amendment, my remarks | 


must be confined to the amendment. 


I wish to | 


occupy the five minutesallowed for general debate. | 


| the Hoor again to move his amendment. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


eral debate have expired. 


| five minutes in expressing my contempt and dis- | 


opportunity of making statements when the pre- || 


vious question is pending. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I move to reconsider | 


the vote by which the main question was ordered, 
for the purpose of having a statement made in 
reference to this bill. 
The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was accordingly read the third time. 


| bilt, of New York, for the transportation of the mails of the | 
| United States twice a month 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I wish to occupy the 
gust at the manner in which the floor has been 
farmed out and business transacted in this House 
during its present session. 

Mr. NORTON, I have sent my amendment 
to the Clerk, and I ask that it be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Provided, That the Postmaster General is hereby author- 
ized and directed, on behalf of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, to enter into a contract with Cornelius Vander- 


between New York and 


| Southampton, for the term hereinafter provided for; the 


compensation forthe same to be $16,680 for each round 
trip: Provided further, hat the said Cornelius Vanderbilt 


| shall provide steamships for said mail service of the firs 


Mr. SUMMONS demanded the previous ques- | 


tion upon the passage of the bill. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I now desire to saya 


class, and to pass the inspection of the properly authorized 
inspectors appointed for that purpose, with suitable mail 


| rooms for the sate-keeping of mail matter: Provided further, 


word in reference to the action of the Committee 


on the Judiciary on this bill. 

Mr. STANTON, Has not the previous ques- 
tion been demanded u 
and is debate in order? 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, ex- | 


cept by general consent, 


poe the passage of the bill, | 


\ 


That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to give 
the notice provided in the first section of the act, entitled 
** An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1852,” ap- 
proved the 2lst of July, 1852, to terminate the arrangements 
for the additional allowance for the transportation of the 
United States mail between New York and Liverpool, in 
the Collins line of steamers, as therein provided: Provided 
further, That the contract herein provided for shall go into 
operation six months from the passage of this act, and shall 


The five minutes for gen- | 





| 
| 


Under the rules. if I | The Chair decides that the amendment is fore 
S, 


| to the bill, and therefore out of order. From that 


| ap 


Mr. NORTON. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair as to the regularity of the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first paragraph of 
the bill which makes an appropriation for trans- 
porting the mail from New York to Liverpool 
having been read, the gentleman from Illinois 


ms | : stablishing »w line of 
he gentleman can take the || offered an amendment establishing a new lin: 


steamers between New York and Southampton. 


ior 
tall 


decision the gentleman from Illinois takes an 


eal. 
Mr. NORTON. One word in regard to the 


manner in which the Chair states the point of 


| order. The Chair states that I offered an amend- 


ment as an independent proposition for an inde- 

endent line between New York and England. 
My amendment not only includes that, but it also 
provides for giving notice to the Collins line, for 


| which the appropriation in this bill is made, to 


terminate the contract at the expiration of six 
months. ; 
Mr. TRIPPE. I wish to make a suggestion 
upon this subject. There ought to be some kind 
of consistency in the decisions of the Chair, 
and the decisions of the House upon appeals 





taken from the decision of the Chair. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. 
mit that this debate is out of order. 

Mr. TRIPPE. I ask if it is not in’ order 
make a suggestion or argument upon the poi! 
of order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the appeals 
not in order. nt 

Mr. NORTON. I hope that the decision of 
the Chair will not be sustained, me I may have 
an opportunity to explain my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, Te wabetion is, ‘¢ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgmet! 
of the House?’’ 

The question was taken; and it was decided 9 
the affirmative. 


I sub- 
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rmendment rule d out of order. 


and ties s 
Mr. NORTON. 1 offer the following amend- 
os to come in at the end of the paragraph 
? the appropriation for the transportation 
. mal from New York to Liverpool: 
of t n 
P led. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
i ito give the notice provided in the first section of 
# entit i “An act to supply deficiencies in the 
»riations for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
if June, 1852,”? approved July 21, 1852, to terminate 
the arrangement for the additiOnal allowance for the trans 


nortation of the United States mail between New York and 
Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, as therein pro- 

[ suppose there is no question as to the pro- 
¥ y and regularity of this amendment. I de- 
a re to say to the committee , the it the proposition 
1 fi fered as an amendment to this bill was 
one which I was instructed by the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads to offer as an in- 
dependent proposit ion in a separate bill. I have 
been endeavoring assiduously to get an opportu- 
nity to report it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I raise the same 
point of order upon this amendmentas I did upon 
the other. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 


Chair sustains the 


noint of order, and rules the amendment out of 


order. 

Mr. NORTON. I desire to make one sugges- 

he CHAIRMAN,-(interrupting.) Does the 

n tleman appeal from the decision of the Chair? 

Nt IRTON. Ido take anappeal. I want 
to know what the decision is. 
The CHAIRMAN, stated the question to be, 
Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
iement of the committee ?’’ 
Mr. GOODE. Desiring to vote understand- 
rly, | want to know whether the ruling of the 
ground, that the amendment 
inges any ¢ xisting law? No law is proposed 
be chaneed DY it. 

pur WASHBURN » of Maine. 
tleman to order. 

Mr. GOODE 
rizht to know on 
made . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Maine and the gentleman from Virginia will both 
come to order. , 

Mr. GOODE. 
fully of the Chair. 

ie CHAIRMAN. 
to It respe ctfully. 

Mr. GOODE Iask the Chair to tell me in 
what respect this amendment changes the law ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair 


the gentleman very respectfully if he takes his 


seat. 
Well, sir; 





Chair is on the 


I call the gen- 
I havea 


decision is 


I am in order, sir. 
what ground the 


And the Chair will reply 


Mr. GOODE. 
not to its officer. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
proposition to be out of order, because it is not 
germane tothe bill. Ifitdoes not repeal existing 
law, it renders it inoperative. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose that if the Chair- 
man is to argue the question, he will be willing to 
he _ arcument on the other side. 


. PHELPS. 
pe = 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Puevres and 

Sapp were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 60, noes 71. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and 
the amendment held to be in order. 

Mr. NORTON. The portion of the bill which 

propose to amend contains an appropriation of 
$519,000 to the Collins line of steamers, as com- 
pensation for services to be performed by them 
in carrying the mails between the United States 
and Liverpool during the present fiscal year. 

lt may be known to this committee, that in 
1846 Collins submitted to the Secretary of the 
Navy a proposition on the subject. In 1847 Con- 
gress passed an act authorizing the Se cretary to 


enter 


I bow to the law— 


mails of the United States from New York to 
Liv rpool for the sum of $19,000 per round trip, 
aid that such contract was made under the law. 
In 1848, Collins & Co,, having found that they 
could not get ready to commence the service ~ 
accordance with the contract, asked and obtained ' 


I am asking a question respect- | 


will answer 


I call for tellers on the ap- | 


r into a contract with him for carrying the | 


| sidering the amendment whi 
| what do I 


| them a fair chance on the ocean. 


pores to change existing laws, and oug 


| for terminating the 


extending the time at whi 

the contract Was to 20 into opera 

In April, 1850, they comm \ th 
mais under their « I t, and col ] a 
so for about two years 

In 1852 they: pi i to Cone \ 
were losing money heir ¢ - anda 
act was passed increasing e number of trips 
yearly from twenty-four to twenty-six; and also 
increasing thé compensation from $19,000 to 
$33,000 per round ti $14,000 per trip, i 


$260,000 per year. This i 
however, was granted upon the expres ndi 





tion, stated in the act, that Congress might, at 
any time after the expiration of two years, im 
inate this extra allowance by giving six months’ 
notice to the partic s 
Under this arrangement Sir, we have beengou 

oa now for over fou years. Nearly five will 
have expired befor: Lotice wil ke eff yi 
we sive it now; and the Collins line will have 


been the recipients of more than $1,800,000 of 
extra allowance 
contract, 

Now, sir, we have propos 
ble sources, to perform thi 
vice, in vessels equal in 
Collins, for $16,680 the round trip. This is the 
same amount paid by the En 


over and above their original 


itions, from responsi- 
same amount of sel 


every respect to those of 


elish Government 


to the Cunarder 

The proposition which I sent up a few mo- 
ments ago, and which was ruled not to be in 
order upon this bill, contained the not to Co 


lins which | now propose. It also authorized the 


Postmaster General to enter into a contract with 
Commodore Vanderbilt for carrying the mai 
between New York and Southampton sem 
monthly, for $16,620 per round trip, to commence 
sixth months after thi passage of the act, when 


the notice to Collins would tak 
— in April, 1860, when 1 
Now, 

way interfere .d with th 


( effect, end to 
he contract with 
Collins ceases. sir, that proposition In no 


rights of Collins. If he 


saw fit to go on under his original contract pric 
of $19,000, then Vanderbilt would run alternat ly 


with him, and we would have double the service 
for the same mm@ey, with the additional amount 
received from postages by the Vanderbilt line. 
If they could not go on, and throw up their con- 


tract, then we would have the same service, with 
a saving to the Government of over four hundred 


thousand dollars a year. 
These facts ought to have some weig 
h Ll now offer And 
propose to do by amendment? 
Do I seek to violate or alter any law? Do I seek 
to violate any existing contract? No, sir; not at 
all. I propose simply to give the notice to Col 
lins & Co. required under the law of Congress, 
$14,000, 


1 
to bring them 


this 


extra allowance of 
given them by the act of 1852, and 
back to the terms of their original contract of 
$19,000 per round trip—an amount considerably 
larger than that proposed by Vanderbilt 

I ask, then, if this Congress will assume the 
re sponsibilit y of continuing this extra compensa- 
tion till 1860, and pay out of the national Treasury 
to the Collins line more than $1,100,000, which 
we are bound to do neither in honor nor justice 
or will pay them simply the $19,000 the round 
trip which you are under obligations to pay, and 
which is amply sufficient to compensate them for 
the services rendered? Mr. Chairman, I would 
do no injustice to Collins & Co. I would give 
] would enable 
them to compete upon equi al terms for the suprem- 
acy of the seas with their british rivals. This 
is all they ought to ask; and I give them that 
chance after the notice shall have been given. 

Mr. PHELPS. [ oppose the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Norron] for th 
purpose only of explaining my position on this 
question. The ruling of the Chair was correct, 
that this amendment was not in order, for it pro- 
rht not to 

sanctioned in appropriation bills. 

Mr. GOODE. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman is not opposing the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. PHELPS. Would the 
Virginia have me oppose 


Mr. GOODE. 


ventleman from 
that amendment? 
No debate is in order except 


in opposition to the amendment under considera- | 


tion. 


rht in con- | 


*RESSIONAL GLOBE. 2163 


I 
«, the decision of the C hs 1ir was sustaine d, | \| from Congress an act 


Mr. PHELPS. Well, sir. 1 wasa ttor 
mark, t ta poru of Cc 


\ { mit ot W a i 
! ve t passa ‘ mn 
‘ ‘ Ly payin \ has 

i : \ | ors 

I rry ma “Hi ! » ke 

Willi, a i i Pan _ | ce 
Tw \ J ( V ! 
Viea ‘ . l : ided 
i { t ‘ in maul 
‘ I \ 1 t] notice 
to t V ( l ‘ l ce 
( ( prov i t ! lor 

S defeated . ( = 
W ui Lhe Oo il the 
mai lh Ocean Steamers, 1 their 
pa ents, L the pel \\ made 
u close of the nex of ¢ = 

NORTON [ ask t f he is 
M ng to defeat what | prop- 
osition for fear it will be talked to d 1 in the 
» ite 

Mr P HEL pwd Th ply that lam not; and shall 
vote for th pre Lar under ¢ deration. 
But | preferred ut sical be In a by itself, 
The Committee of Ways and Mea , und r the 
rules of the House, and the d i i which the 
Hi yuSe made on th defi mney DOlil, ha reti Lined 
from reporung in the appropriation bDilis any 
reneral lemislation, however d ra ich legis- 
iit10n In their Opinion m it I [| sub t 
matter properly belongs to the Committee on the 
P Oth ind Post Road - and I hop d that 
committee would, ere this, ha reported a bill 
to the Hlouse directing the no eto be riven to 
Collins, so that the extra compensation given 
him might cease. 

Mr. NORTON. ‘The Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads authorized n to report as 
a bill that which was just offered by me as an 
amendment to the bill. | have, for a whole week, 
unsuccessfully striven to get the floor to intro- 
duce it, 

Mr. PHELPS. I would at any time cheer- 
fully vote to susp nd the rules to ing such @ 
measure before the Hou Having briefly given 


the reasons why the > 


Means did not in 


ymmittee of Way an 


lude such a provision in this 
bill, and as the committee has decided the amend- 
ment i an ord r, 1s 3 ive it my support. 

Mr. ASHBURN, of Maine.~ I move to 
strike out ** six, and Insert **twelve,’’ so that 
there shall be twelve months’ notes . Mr. Chai 
man, | very well remember when, in 1852, this 
increase of compensation to the Collins line was 
before the House, it was ver nerally under- 
stood that the right to give notice to the line, in 
pursuance of which this motion is made, would 
only be given in case there should | ym failure 
on the part of-the line to « aply with its con- 


tract to faithfully carry the mals; a 
unless there be 


rood e7 


been a substantial failure to com) 


part of Mr. C 


riyt not 


y With the con- 
strikes me 
to adopt this amendment. 


tract on the 
that we ou 


I have no doubt that my friend from Illinois 
offers the amendment in good faith. Still 1 must 
think we ought to hesitate seriously before we 
adopt it. It will have a look of bad faith. It could 
not have been anti ipated by the compan y that 
the notice should be givenarbitrarily, and without 
just cause. Collins was the pioneer in this enter 
prise. He opened the way, and by the co - 
tition he ere d with the English line, he red ! 
the time of making th passage to a i 
Eure pe some two or three days; w! , to the 
rreatcommercial interests of th ountry, “ 1 
millions yearly. He enabled our Gov ment 
to negotiate L postal treaty with G I un, 
wherebdy the international pos 
if L remember r, to one third of w they we 
before, thus saving hundreds of " 
dollars annually to our people; for I ind 
had the only line, she ¢ ( i ot 
postage, and she did, in el t Colins 
established his line, our Gover : i; cOM- 
pel terms of equ lity. Now, ,if you w 1 not 
interrupt the operations of this line, al d wil 





eur old conipetitor for the empire of the sez 


: 
t 


Ce SLE , 
oe oe ere Bn 


Po ey 





64 
understand that our policy is one to which we ! statement of facts to pass unnoticed. I have 
mean to stand, you will be able to obtain terms of || never heard such a statement on this subject be- | 
equality in regard to mail matter to and from the || fore. ‘The gentleman is altogether mistaken in 
continent of Europe passing through Great Brit- || his facts. 


ain, of which the Cunard line has now a prac- | Mr. WASHBURN. 
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15 
, 
swarm of flies equally as hungry as that no 
feeding, and ready to take the place of those oe 
may remove, still that fable of flies would not 
| apply to this case; for if this notice is given, and 
Read the law. 


eas 


oe 


i om nt 


> 


te. 
oo 


ee tr ee 


| Sawn $ 


\ 


+ ay nde ag ais 


pen ree ewes 


tical monopoly. 
compel it when once your policy is understood 


to be a settled one—and the postages will, within a | 


year, exceed the entire sum paid out for carrying the 
mai. Then your mail service, by this line, will 
not cost the Government a dollar; but the line 
will be a source of revenue; and you will hold 
your present proud position of mistress of the 
seas. 


during the existence of this contract, which will 
expire in 1860. By that time the postages will 
be adequate to defray all the expenses. 

why abandon so abhi 

able to the country, and promising results so ad- 
vantageous? 


rival the monopoly of mail-carrying between the 
hemispheres—signally surrender the ground you 


have so nobly occupied, or you will make con- | 


tracts with other parties for the same service. 


I know there are other parties, who have been || 
hanging around this Hall from the beginning of | 
the session, who will press forward, if you aban- | 
don Collins, to make contracts with the Govern- | 
ment that will, in the end, I greatly fear, cost | 
more than it will to continue the contract already | 
I think that we had better abide by the | 
contract which we have with Collins & Co.,— | 
stand by those who are known to us, and who | 


made. 


have kept their faith and covenants with us—than 


seek new “ngagements with new parties. Ido not | 
believe thut the Government will save a dollar by | 
any change it can make, but that it would lose in 


the end; nor am | in favor of a policy which con- || was to become the pioneers in this great enter- | 


And in the second place, I do not think | 
itis right for any Congress to force this notice 


schemes of gain and plunder: for, believe me, || upon a company, knowing, as they do, the fact 


as sure as you give that notice, you will have || that, within the last fifteen months, the Pacific | 
and the Arctic, two of the ships of that com- | 


pany, have been sunk in the sea,gnvolving a loss | 


tinually invites speculators and blood-suckers | 


to these Halls to vex us continually with their 


propositions for contracts with other parties at, it || 
may be, nominally lower rates, but when speed, | 
successful competition, and consequently postal | 
collections, are taken into account—for the post- || 


ages will depend upon the time required in making 


the passage—you will find that you have gained a || were insured at all. 


loss. 


Besides, these Collins steamers are war vessels, | 


built under the direction of the Secretary of the 


Navy; and, in case of need, the Government has | 
a right to take them off at an hour’s notice, and | 


employ them for naval purposes. And is this 
not the cheapest way of maintaining a navy ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
in reply to the gentlemen who have opposed the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois. 
gentleman from Missouri urged that it was in 
conflict with the law. 


out existing laws. There is a law upon your 
statute-books providing for, and authorizing, the 
proposed action. The amendment of the gentle- 
man from Illinois is in strict conformity to law. 
And I will remark just here, that the law under 
which the Collins line is paid the increased—the 
large eXtra compensation, is contained in an 
appropriation bill. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from 
Maine is mistaken in the facts on which he has 
descanted; he mistakes almost every fact he has 
attempted to state. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I refer to the record. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not want to be inter- 
rupted by the gentleman or his record. His 
record has no existence. 
connected with this increase of compensation to 
the Collins line that should be regarded as the 
record of our proceedings on the occasion of the 
voting of that increase which justifies his asser- 
tion—that establishes the proposition that this 
notice was to depend on the failure of Mr. Collins 
to execute his contract. Such was the law be- 
fore the extra compensation was given; upon his 
failure to comply with his contract the Govern- 
ment could annul it. There is no such thing in 
the law, as the gentleman now contends for. 
I was present at the time the increased compen- 
sation was given, and ors in the discus- 
sions which preceded it; and | think I remember 


This done, sir—and you can 


All we need to make this line self-sustain- || 
ing and more, isa steady policy in regard to 1t || 


Now, | 
e an enterprise—so honor- | 


Abandon this line, and one of two | 
things will happen; either you will give your old | 


I wish to say a word or two 


The | 


Now, he must recollect || 
that the amendment only provides for carrying | 





He can find nothing | 





Mr. HOUSTON. I know the law. I was 


| here when it was made, and I have since exam- || 
Gentlemen | 


ined it. It has no such facts in it. 
now get up here and resist this proposition to 
give notice that at a certain time this increased 


—this extra compensation shall cease, while at | 
| “the same time a responsible individual proposes 
to do this same service for a compensation but | 


little (if any) exceeding thisextra. Will gentle- 
men go before the country on the proposition to 
give Collins $33,000 for the round trip, when 


there is a responsible party offering to do the || 
same service, and in the same way, for sixteen 

_ thousand and odd dollars the round trip? A prop- | 
| osition so unjust, so monstrous, cannot be de- | 


fended in any part of the country, much less by 


those of the interior, whose coach mail service 1s || 
| taken from them in order that these steamers may || 
| be kept up. 

Mr. WASHBURN, by unanimous consent, | 
| withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move to increase 
the time for giving notice three months. 


posed. I care not for the economical considera- 


tions which gentlemen have presented; and I must | 


say, that, under all the circumstances of the case, 


an interference with this contract comes with a | 
| very bad grace from this Government. 

In the first place, it is a great deal easier for | 
men to attempt to interfere and change an existing || 


system, upon economic considerations, than it 


prise. 


to the company of a million anda half of dollars. 
{A Voice: ‘* They were insured.’’] Ido not know 


| to what extentthey were insured, or whether they 
i I do not know, I never have | 
known, nor do I care to know, who the Collins | 
|; company are. 
| I think legislators of a great country ought to act, | 
and not at an inopportune moment, and solely out | 


I want to act upon this subjectas 


of economic considerations, to vacate a contract, 
and thereby involve this company in a great loss. 
Nor do I attach any high consideration to a prop- 


osition coming from the city of New York, to do | 


this work for a great deal less than it is now done. 
We made a contract with this company, and they 
have expended large sums of money upon the 
faith of that contract. ‘They may be getting more 
money than they deserve, but [ know very well 


the considerations which operated upon Congress | 


in acting upon this subject at the start; and so 
far as | am concerned, It am for taking my share 


of the responsibility of carrying out the contract. || 
When a Government makes a contract, its faith | 


should be preserved inviolably; and when the 
citizen ceases to feel that it will be so preserved, 
the affections of the citizen for his Government 
will be alienated. 


company, I prefer to carry it out on whatever 


| terms good faith may seem to es rather than | 
| take away a part from these people, only to confer 
| what is so taken, upon some other swarm who 


may be trying to settle upon the Government. 


(| You recollect the fable. 


Mr. TRIPPE. I believe there is more involved 
in the proposition now before the committee, 
than the committee seem to appreciate. I grant 
[ have not given the subject that full considera- 
tion which it demands, and five minutes is a short 
time to discuss it. As to the position assumed 
by the géndeman from Kentucky, who has just 
taken his seat, in attempting to twit this House 
of going into this important movement upon 
economical considerations, I have to say, that the 
question of economy is a question of no trivial 


| importance, and should be duly regarded at all 


times. But conceding that not one dollar is saved 


too well what occurred to allow the gentleman’s || by this change—conceding that there is another 


, established? You will have twice the amount of 
| service rendered for the same ner? and another 


| paying twice what England pays. 


/and no more money paid out. 








I have notstudied this matter | 
at all of late years, but if we are having the fall 
| performance of the contract on the part of the 











another line takes its place by the side of the 
Collins line at $16,000 per round trip, there wijj 
be no more money appropriated than is now é- 
propriated. What is the result if two lines aro 


result, which comes still nearer home to US in 
these times of war and rumors of war, wil] ha 
that you have a lien upon double the number of 


|, good and magnificent ships, which you ean con. 


vert into a floating battery for the protection of 
the country in case of war. That is an jm. 
portant and controlling consideration of itse|f 

here is that feature in the Collins contract which 
gives the Government of the United States a lion 
upon those ships for public use in case of neces. 
sity. If another line is added, you will have 
lien upon double the number of ships. 

There is still another consideration. We are 
We have had 
petitions presented to this body by those whose 


a 


| competency to fulfill their engagements no one 
|, doubts, to put this line, and the other that may be 
Mr. | 
Chairman, [ move the amendment for the purpose | 
of saying that I am opposed to interference with || 
this contract, or to giving the notice now pro- | 


established, uponan equality with the Englisiine, 
and to make them, upon the sea, if not superior iy 
number and efficiency, at least more nearly ap. 
proaching equality with that line. And are not our 
own citizens willing to take the contract upon those 
terms? They tellus they are. And when they take 
it, you have double the service performed, adouble 
lien upon ships for defense when a crisis comes, 
Where is the ob- 
jection to that, if it 1s practicable? And that it 
is, the proposal that has been made, and the 
guarantees offered, satisfactorily prove. Has the 
Collins line a fee-simple title to this business? Is 
it so stated in the contract? Some men may so 
consider it. But was it so guarantied to Collins? 
Did not we reserve this right to give notice of the 
termination of the contract whenever Congress 
saw fitand proper todo so? If we now think 
proper to do so, and to establish another line upon 
precisely the same basis upon which the present 


| company will then stand, is it any injustice to the 


Collins line ? 

Moreover, sir, this will be taking one step 
towards removing that species of a ** prohibitory 
tariff’? against the freedom of the seas, which 
now to a great extent exists, and which tends 
greatly to check the maritime enterprise of some 
of our most energetic citizens. With a bonus 
of $33,000 per round trip paid by the Govern- 
ment to one line, it will be enabled for a long and 
indefinite time to drive off competition, and 
proudly defy any American rival. If this notice 
should cause a discontinuance of the present line 


| of steamers, every one must know that there is 


another that will take its place, and that, too, at 
the reduced rates. If the present line be not dis- 
continued, and a new line established, then there 
would be two lines with all the benefits to which 
I have referred, with the pleasing consciousness 
that we, to that extent, advance one great arm 
of our power. It is proudly said of England: 
** Her path is o’er the mountain wave, 
Her home is on the deep.”’ 


Old as she is, and young as we are, we may by 


| a wise policy, not protecting one to the exclusion 
| of all others of our own citizens, be able to travel 
| by her side, and share with her the trade of the 


world, though a Cunard, with all her aid, be our 
rival, and whether a Collins ora Vanderbilt tread 
our quarter-decks 

Here the hammer fell.]} 
I move to amend 


r. SMITH, of Virginia. 
by making the time seven months instead of six. 
I desire that gentlemen should understand the 


facts. {desire gentlemen to bear in mind, and 
especially the gentleman from Maryland, that 
many years ago Collins & Co. made a contract 
with the United States for carrying the mail from 
New York to Liverpool, for $19,250 the round 
trip. That wasthe bond. Some time afterwards, 
in 1852, I believe, they came here and represented 
to the Congress of the United States that their 
contract was a losing one; that they were strug- 
gling against the mighty power of England; and 
asked this House to increase their compensation 
to $33,000 the round trip, for the purpose of tak- 
ing them through the trial in this competition— 
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of taking them through the infancy of the strug- 
“io. The House agreed to do so, and the Gov- 
ernment reserved the power to discontinue the 
-tiowance. 1 will read the law: 
a For additional compensation for increasing the trans- 
cortation of the United States mails between New York 
and Liverpool in the Collins line of steamers, to twenty- 
si, trips per annuia, at such times as shall be directed by 
be Postmaster General, and in conformity to his last annual 
: + to Congress, and his letter of the L5th of November 
; ag the Secretary of the Navy, commencing said in- 
ease of service on the first of January, 1852, at the rate of 
£28,000 per trip, in lieu of the present allowance, the sum 
-; @2.,00: Provided, That it shall be in the power of Con- 
gress, at any time after the 3lst day of December, 1854, to 
terminate the arrangement for the additional allowance 
herein provided, upon giving six months? notice.” 

Whatare the conditions? This company comes 
forward and enters into a contract for ten years, 
by which it agrees to take $19,250 for the round 
trip. Afterwards it comes here and appeals to 
the generosity of Congress—inasmuch as they 
were in the infancy of a mighty struggle—for the 
increase of their chetinars to $33,000. That in- 
crease was given with the right to discontinue it 
after a certain time, when they said they would 
be in the full development of vigorous manhood. 
And now two years beyond that time have 
passed. They have had the benefit of that 
encouragement two years longer than they stip- 
ulated for. And now it is proposed to discon- 
tinue this thing. 

Mr. BOWIE. Itseemsto me, Mr. Chairman, 
that the whole question is within a very narrow 
compass. I am disposed—if we can do so con- 
sistently with my notions of our obligation—to 
give Mr. Vanderbilt this contract. But, from 
what I have heard and read on the other side, I 
admit that under no sort of circumstances can 
Mr. Vanderbilt get the contract; and your only 
object now is to reduce this extra appropriation. 
Idonot choose to be a mere cat’s-paw in the hands 
of any man to interfere with a well-considered 
contract made here by Congress. I was anxious 
to know whether the notice affected merely the 
suspension of the extra compensation voted by 
Congress, or whether it went to the extent of 
annulling the whole contract. I understand it 
does not annul the contract, which is to extend 
to the year 1860; and no matter what vote we 
may give, the amount of it is just this: that you 
do nothing in favor of Commodore Vanderbilt, 
but you reduce the amount heretofore agreed to 


be paid by way of extra pay to the Collins’ line. | 


Well, is there anything in that? Why, the very 
fact that Commodore Vanderbilt knew that he 
could not get the contract may have induced him 
to make this offer; and, if he got the contract, he 
might come here and ask you to increase his pay 
again, while he knew, and his friends knew, that 
we have got to observe this contract until the 
year 1860, and all you can do is, to get rid of this 
extra compensation. Is there anything like fair- 
ness, liberality, or justice, in that, when you can- 
not save the country a dollar, except by making 
aman bankrupt himself—for it was on the idea 
of saving him from bankruptcy that you increased 
his allowance? 

Mr. CADWALADER. I move to amend 
by introducing the words, ‘‘ Or a notice to de- 
termine at an earlier time, if such notice can be 
given consistently with the provisions of the 
existing contract.’’ I offer this amendment, 
which I will probably withdraw at the conclusion 
of my remarks, that I may be enabled to obtain 
the floor in order to express my dissent from the 
views of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Wasn- 
BURN,] as to the point of honor, or of propriety, 
discussed in his remarks. 

_ ltis of the greatest importance to the public 
interest that the Government shall, in all cases, be 
enabled to protect itself against the consequences 
of any improvidence in contracts into which its 
officers or agents may unadvisedly enter. Gov- 
ernments, from various well-known causes, are 
peculiarly liable to be involved in contracts of 
such a character that the public interest requires 
their rescission, and a resumption of privileges 
Inconsiderately granted. Sometimes, through 
incaution on the part of representatives of the 
Government, a point of law or a point of honor, 
such as that suggested by the gentleman from 
Maine, may arise. In such cases, the question 
1s, whether the Government can, legally, or con- 
sistently with plighted public faith, resume the 
privileges unwisely granted; in other words, 
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whether plunder of the public Treasury must 
continue without a remedy? Many times, this is 
a somewhat embarrassing question. There is no 
such embarrassment here. The only authority 
under which the allowance to Messrs. Collins has 
been increased was derived from an act of Con 

gress, of which the provisions were carefully 
guarded, so as to leave no room for doubt upon 
any legal or honorary question, as to the right to 
determine it, upon a notice of six months. The 
only question is, whether the public interest now 
requires that such a notice should be given. The 
condition authorizing the notice is reserved in 
terms as explicit as the grant of the increase; and 
the purpose of the condition is quite as manifest 
as that of the grant of the increase. Then, does 
the public interest require that the notice should 
be given? Was this an improvident contract, or 
was it not? It would certainly have been in the 
highest degree improvident, had it not been for 
the notice which the argument of the gentleman 
from Maine would nowexpunge. The course 
of subsequent events has indicated that this pre- 
cautionary condition did not prevent it from being | 
originally an improvident arrangement. 











Sut let 
that pass. The present question is upon giving 
the notice which its provisions authorize us to 
give. I believe that no impartial man who reads 
carefully the debates upon the subject in the last 
Congress can doubt that the notice ought to be 
given, and that the increased allowance should 
be terminated at the earliest possible period. The 
main point urged for the continuance of the in- 
crease was, that Messrs. Collins had incurred 
additional expenditure, to the full amount of the 
increase, by making the passages in eleven days 
instead of fourteen; that to make it in eleven days 
involved an increased consumption of fuel, a loss 
of mechanical effects from the shocks and jars, 
&c., and a strain upon the machinery to which 
it was not properly adapted; in other words, that 
vessels constructed for a fourteen days’ voyage 
could not, economically, make the voyage in 
eleven days. Now, it was in itself a piece of 
extravagance to overwork the vessels. If they 
had been originally constructed with a view to 
this increase of speed, the present speed would 
have been attained, and a great part of the in- 
crease of expenditure prevented, because its prin- 
cipal causes would have been toa great extent 
removed. I do not wish to deny to Messrs. Col- 
lins the merit that has been claimed for them. I 
admit their enterprise and their exertions. But 
I deny that it was wise to encourage them in ex- 
travagance by this mode of compensation, paying 
them the increase of expense, and letting them 
derive the clear increase of profit in the trans- 
portation of passengers incidental to the increase 
of speed. If temporary encouragement in such 
a course was originally wise—which I cannot 
admit—there can be no reason for persisting in 
it when the reasons are no longer in force. We 
should encourage that competition which insures 
the combination of economy with enterprise. 

Mr. Capwataper withdrew his amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. Norron’s 
amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were entrails and Messrs. WHITNEY 
and Unperwoop were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 73, noes 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NORTON moved the amendment hereto- 
fore offered by him and ruled out of order, leav- 
ing off the proviso giving notice for Sranenne 
the extra compensation for the Collins line o 
steamers. 

Mr. TODD. I raise the question of order, that 
the amendment is not germane to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 

oint of order, on the ground that the committee 
oon just determined thata similar amendment 
was in order. 


Mr. WHITNEY. 





I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. The Chair has once decided this 
identical proposition to be out of order. 

Mr. TODD. If the Chair will allow me, the 
proposition now offered is not a similar one to 
that just decided by the committee to be in order. 

Mr. LETCHER., I call the geutleman to order. 
No debate is in order, and I object to all debate. 

Mr. TODD. I only wish to say that this 
amendment is clearly not in order, because it is 
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not germane to the bill, and because it makes an 
appropriauon not authorized by any existing law. 
The other was to terminate a contract which was 
authorized by existing law. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think thisamend- 
ment is clearly out of order under the rules of the 
House. I ask to have the 8Ist rule read. 

The 81st rule was read, as follows: 

** No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propnation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by Taw, 
uuless in continuation of appropriations for such publie 
works and objects are already in progress, and for the con- 
ungencies for carrying on the severa) departments of Gow- 


| ernment.”? 
| 


| The question was taken on the appeal, ant the 


decision of the Chair was overrule 


Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 


take a recess until eight o’clock. 


The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. HARLAN. 1 move that the committee 


| do now rise. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Let us first finish the bill; 
there is but little more of it. 


Tellers were orderéd; and Messrs. Hovstom 
and FLorence were appointed. 


| Mr. COBB, of Georgia, demanded tellers. 
| 


| The question was taken on Mr. Harzan’s mo- 


tion; and the tellers reported—ayes 38, noes 88. 
| So the committee refused to rise. 
| ‘The Clerk then finished the reading of the bill. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
| committee do now rise, and report the bill to the 
| House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose, and Mr. Pueirs having 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Mack 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the mai! steamer appropriation bill, 
and had directed him to report the same back to 
the House with an amendment. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the previous 
question. 
The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. | ask to be permitted 
| to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
question has been seconded. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move to reconsider 

| the vote by which the previous question was 
seconded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion 
of the Chair, the proper time to move to recon- 
sider is after the main question has been ordered, 
though the Chair will conform to the decision of 

| the Speaker of the House, and hold that the mo- 
tion is properly made now. 

Mr. jor ES, of Tennessee. Was the previous 
| question seconded ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It was. The 
Chair, in opposition to his own opinion, but in 

| conformity to the ruling of the Speaker of the 
House, entertains the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. LETCHER. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
— upon the table, 
he motion was agreed to; and the appeal was 
laid upon the table. ie 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
resolution to reconsider on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The questiog recurring upon the motion to re- 
consider, * 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. [hope that by general 
| consent, before the vote is taken, the amendment 
| which the gentleman from Kentucky proposes to 
oe if the motion to consider prevail, may be 
read. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I trust it will be read for 
information, as that may determine the way mem- 
bers will vote. ' 

The proposed amendment was read, and is as 
follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and is hereby, authorized to contraet with such 
person or persons as may offer sufficient and satixiactory 
| security, to transport, on or before the lat Aue January 

next, the mails of the United States between New Orleans 
| @r some other point on the gulf of Mezico, and San Fraa- 


The previous 


1 move to lay the 





E 
fe 


A 


ES 


I AT 





setae 


2166 


cieco. twice a month in each direcnon, ara sum not exceed- 
Provided, in his opinion, the mails can 
quired 


ing #440.000 a year: 
be thn wried 1a one Unrd less time than is now re 
hy t j ul 

he it further enacted, That the Postmast 
in his discretion, to contri 


i r General 
is hereby authorized, twithsuch 
s will double the above service between 
uta price not exceeding 


he iay terinimate existing 
ions of law.”? 


person of person 
New Orleans and San Francisco, 

vel batter case 
ording to provi 


e750.0 tid in 
ri tracts ace 

The question was taken, and the motion to re- 
consider was not agreed to. 


The main question was then ordered, being on 


concurring in the amendment of the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, providing 
for giving notice to the Collins line of the termina- 
tion of the extra compensation. 

Mr. SAPP demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for tellers upon 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Wrirnry were appointed. 

The Flouse divided; and the tellers reparted— 
ayes thirty-five, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I move to reconsider 
the vote by which Houde bills Nos. 573, 317, 
569, 571,and 572, were yesterday referred to the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion of 
previous question. 


Evans and 


l rise toa ques- 
We are now acting under the 
The House has ordered the 
main question to be put upon the mail steamer 
bill, and there is no motion now in order except 
a motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order, and decides that 
motion to reconsider can be entered; but no fur- 
ther action can be had thereon. 

Mr. JONES. L appeal from the decision. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair de- 
cides the question under the 56th rule, which 
says, that when a motion has been once made 
and carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall 
be in order for any member of the majority to 
move for a reconsideration thereof, on the same 
or succeeding day; and such motion shall take 
precedence of all other questions, except a motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

Mr. JONES. 
batable ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not debat- 
able because the House has ordered the previous 
question. 


Mr. JONES. 


! . 
oraer, 


the 


I ask if the appeal is not de- 


Then you cannot put the ques- 
tion on the appeal at this time, because, if it is 
debatable, it must go over with the motion to 
reconsider. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


on the motion to lay the appeal on the table. 


The question is 


Mr. JONES. 
the steamer bill? 

Mr. EDIE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. CARLILE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Florence 
and Prince were appointed. 

‘The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 80, noes 75. 

So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
fifteen minutes to six o’clock, p.m.) the Llouse 
adjourned ull to-morrow at eleven o'clock, a. m. 


Then 1 ask what becomes of 


IN SENATE. * 
Sarurpay, August 16, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
SUSPENSION OF RULES. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I have a re- 
port from a committee of conference which it is 
important to make at once, so that we may send 
it over to the House; but before doing so it is 
necessary t} adopt a resolution to enable us to 
do business to-day by suspending the two joint 
rules which prevent our receiving or sending bills 
at this period of the session. | offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring.) 


"That the 16th and 17th joint rules of the two Houses be sus 
pended for the residue of the present session. 


The resolution Was considered by unanimous | 
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consent, and agreed to. The rules which it pro- 
poses to suspend are as follows: : 
bill that shall have 
"6 to. the 


sessjon 
i! or resolution that shall have passed the House 


of Representatives and the se¢ shall be prese nted to 


the President of the United States for his approbation, on 
the last day of the session.”’ 
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
ence on the bill (H. R. No. 202) making appro- 
priations for the executive, legislative, and judi- 
clal expenses of the Government for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1857, have had a meeting, 
and have been unable to agree; but it is proper 
that we ascertained there were certain 
matters upon which we should have recommended 
a concurrence of the two Houses, if we could 
have agreed upon the whole. 


House shall be 
Other on either of the three 


passed one 


nate 


to state 


committee of conference having to be an entirety, 
we could not present the points on which we agreed 
as areport; but I stand here on my individual re- 
sponsibility to make certain motions in which we 
understand the House will probably concur; and 
when the bill goes down, they will recede from 
such things as their committee have agreed to 
give up. Then, the issue being narrowed, we 
can insist on the rest of ouramendments, and ask 
again for a committee of conference to see if we 
can agree on the disputed matters. I propose 
that the Senate concur in the Tlouse amendment 
to our twenty-fifth amendment, in regard to the 
Courtof Claims. We omitted one of the officers, 
and the amendment of the House is to include 
him. I propose to concur in the House amend- 
ment to our thirty-first amendment, which isa 
proviso as to the publication of the Madison 
papers; itmerely provides that those papers shall 
be printed by the public printer. We agree to 
that. Il propose to concur in the amendment of 
the House to our thirty-second amendment, which 
is a change of the clerks in the Comptroller’s 
office, and additional temporary clerks in the 
(Quartermaster General’s office. 
our amendment a provision to change 
the Comptroller’s office, transferring 


a clerk in 
him from 
one class to another, and making an appropria- 
tion of $5,000 for extra clerk hire to carry out the 
bounty land law. We agree to that. 


amendment No. 12. I propose, also, to recede 


from Senate amendment No. 26, for the purchase | 


No. 33, the | 


of a library for the Court of Claims. 
section fixing the salary of laborers in the Depart- 
ments, we recede from, inasmuch as the House 


have sent to us a separate bill for that purpose. | 
I make these motions, and I hope the question 


will be taken together. I make these motions on 


my individual responsibility, that the Senate re- | 

- " . ; 
cede from these amendments, and concur in the | 
amendments of the House to the amendments | 


which | first named. 
The motions were agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion ,was agreed to; and Messrs. 
Elunrer, SLIpeLL, and Fisu were appointed the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 


PAY OF LABORERS. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


action in the Jegislative appropriation bill, I ask 


the Senate to take up the joint resolution in re- | 


gard to the pay of laborers, so that we may pass 


| it and send it down to the House at once. It 


will not take three minutes. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, to consider the House joint resolution | 
(J. R. No. 26) giving an increased compensation | 


to all laborers in the employment of the executive 


and legislative departments of the Government | 


in the city of Washington. As passed by the 
House, it proposed to allow all laborers in the 
legislative and executive departments of the 
Government, in the city of Washington, an an- 
nual ssalary of six hundred dollars, from and 


after the Ist day of ag f 1856. 
| The Committee on Finance reported it, with | 
; an amendment to strike out all after the resolving 
| clause, and insert: 


There shall be one princips! messenger in each of the 


LOBE. 


| offices of the Secretary of State, Treasury, Interior, Wa, 


| at an annual salary of $900; and two principal me 
| in each of the bureaus of the Executive Departments 


| and all laborers employed in the legislative and exeeut 


The committee of confer- || any money in the Treasury not otherwise.appropriated 


The report of a || 


| cuss it. 
| vote be taken. 


They added to || 


I move that we insist on our 
remaining amendments to which the House have | 
disagreed, and ask for a further conference on | 


In order to carry out our | 








August 16, 


f, 
ral, 


SSChgery 


and Navy, of the Postmaster General, and Attorney Gene 


. ae ati 
annual salary of $840 each; and the other mes engers q “ 
= UTS Any 


assistant messengers, now yh wate we by law to be employ, 

in said Departments, shall re€eive an annual salary of 871 
departments shall receive an annual salary of 3600 ook 
from and after the Ist day of July, 1856; and sueh ’ 
addition to the appropriationgotherwise provided, 
be required to pay the same, is hereby appro 


Sun, in 
as may 
priated out of 
The amendment wasgagreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to offer an amendment. 


“nd be it further resolved, That there shall be paid to 


| the blacksmiths and armorers of the marine barracks, inthe 


city of Washington, fifty cents per day in addition to the 


| sum now allowed them by law; and that a sum Sufficient 
| to mect this expenditure be, and the same is hereby, a 
| priated out of any money in the Txeasury not otherwise 


ppro- 
appropriated. 


“Mr. HUNTER. This joint resolution is only 


| to provide for laborers; and we have excluded 


everybody but the laborers in the Departments 


| and on the public grounds. It is enly to provide 


for that subject to enable us to get along with the 
appropriation bills. To enter into the pay of 
laborers outside of the Departments is a matter 


| which requires debate and er action, | 
| hope the Senator will not em 
| resolution. 


yarrass the joint 


Mr. BROWN. These armorers get but 4] 56 
a day; and of all the laborers about the Depart. 
ments and everywhere else, I believe they are 
the only ones whose compensation has never heen 


| increased. They are quite as meritorious—I think 


more so--than a great many ethers. Just think 
of aman inthis town supporting himself and 


| family on $1 50a day! 


Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will give way, 


I will agree to abandon the bill; we have*no time 


| to discuss it. 


Mr. BROWN. 


I have no dispesition to dis. 
I offer the amendment. I will let the 


The amendment was rejected. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended,and the amendments were concurred 


| in, and ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 


read a third time. It was read the third time, 


_ and passed. 
We agree to recede from the item for compen- || 
sation to surgeons at Panama, which is Senate | 


PETITION. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of Daniel 
Ammen, praying to be allowed the pay of a 
master in the Navy for services rendered in that 
grade previous to his promotion; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee to Audit and 


| Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, 


to whom was referred the petition of James Har- 
rington, submitted an adverse report; which was 
concurred in. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the resolution, submitted by Mr. 


| Cass the 15th instant, to increase the pay of the 


superintendent of the document room and his 
assistants, reported the resolution with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass; and it was rejected. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the resolution, submitted by Mr. 
SepastTIAn the 15th instant, to increase the pay 
of the mail boys in the service of the Senate, 
reported the resolution with a recommendation 
that it ought hot to pass; and it was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
petition of residents and property holders in the 
vicinity of Virginia avenue, in the city of Wash- 
ington, submitted an adverse report; which was 
concurred in. 

He also, from the same committee, te whom 
was referred the petition of property holders ot 
the fifth and sixth wards in the city of Wash- 
ington, praying for an appropriation for survey- 
ing and grading Pennsylvania avenue, betwee? 
the Capitol and Eleventh street east, submitted 
an adverse report; which was concurted in. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (»- 
No. 418) to grant certain public land in the Pa- 


|latka military reservation, to the president and 


directors of the Palatka and Micanopy Plank 
Road Company, chartered by the General Assenl- 
bly of the State of Florida, forthe construction 
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of a plank road from Palatka to Micanopy, in the 
ual State, reported it without amendment. 
PAPERS OF JAMES LE CAZE. 
Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
*,. which was considered by unanimous con- 


tion; 
sent and agreed to: 
4 R ed. That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
Nes ’ i , 
nested to return the papers in the case of the legal repre 
ques : 


centatives of James Le Caze, surviving partner of Le Caze 
& M let, to the Seeretary of the Senate, and that the same 
b red to the Court of Claims. 

CREDITORS OF TEXAS. 
Mr. PEARCE. 


be refer 


{ 


1 am instructed by the Com- | 


mittee on Finance, to whom was referred House | 


‘oint resolution (No. 27) extending the time for 
ihe creditors of Texas to present their claims, to 
report it with an amendment. I hope it will be 
considered now, as itis one of obvious propriety. 

Mr. CLAY . , 
now, as there will be no debate on it. 

The . 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 
Committee on Finance propose to amend it so as 
to make it read: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
as, agreeably to the provisions of the fourth section of the 
act of February 28, 1855, “to provide for the payment of 
such creditors of the late republic of Texas as are compre 
hended in the act of Congress of September 9, 1850,” 
notice, by public advertisement, was duly given for the 
space of ninety days, by the Secretary of the Treasury, of 
the time at which payments of the amount appropriated by 
the fitth section of said act would be made pro rata, on any 
bond, certificate, er evidence of debt of said State, which 
should be presented at the Treasury Department thirty days 
preceding the 13th day of June, 1856, the limit of said no 


I hape that will be considered | 


Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


The | 


uce; and as it is represented by the said Secretary of the | 


Treasury, that of said bonds, certificates, and evidences of 


debt which have been recognized by the State of Texas, | 


the same, eqaal to the sum of $389,693 07, were not pre 
sented to the ‘Treasury Department prior to the said 13th 
of June: therefore, in order to do full justice to the holders 
of said debt, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author 
ized to pay tothe holders of any of said bonds, certificates, 
or evidences of debt not presented before the 13th day of 
June last, who may present and prove the same at the Treas 
ury Department between the 13th day of June last and the 
Ist day of January next, and execute the proper releases to 


the United States and the State of Texas, their pro rata | 
share of the said $7,750,000; and, after payment thereof, | 


the said Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and re 


quired to distribute and pay the residue of the said $7,750,000 


then remaining in the Treasury pro rata amongst all the 
said holders who may have proved their claims, and exe 
cuted the proper releases on or before the Ist day of Janu 
ary next. 


The amendment was agreed to. The joint res- | 
J 


olution was reported to the Senate:and the amend- 
ment was concurred in, and ordered to be en- 
rrossed, and the joint resolution to be read a third 
time. It was read the third time, and passed. 
NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
ident, been waiting for a favorable opportunity 
to*present to the Senate a petition with which I 
have been intrusted. The session is drawing 


[ have long, Mr. Pres- | 


towards a close, and I have been detained consid- | 


erably by indisposition. I must avail myself of 
this opportunity to present it. 


It states that the | 


petitioners are opposed to the facility of access | 


to citizenship which the naturalization laws, as 
they at present stand, afford to aliens, and they 
pray for a change in the naturalization laws. 

I do notintend to detain the Senate with remarks 
on this subject, further than to say that, in my 
humble opinion, apart from mere party consider- 
ations, thisis a subject which should absorb, and 
must soon command, the attention of the Amer- 
ican Congress. It is a subject which relates to 
the very essential parts of our Government. I 
think it is the common opinion of this country 
that American citizenship has been made too 
cheap—a priceless thing in itself, it is given to all 
who ask it. Our laws do not lead exactly to that 
effect, but we know, in the practical administra- 
tion of them, thatis the result. We knowanother 
thing: that the immigration which amounted, at 
the institution of this Government, to four thou- 
sand or five thousand a year, now amounts to 
hundreds of thousands perannum. The immi- 
gration in two years will make a State as large as 
the average of the northern States. Two years’ 
Immigration will give a white population equal to 
the State of Kentucky. The world never pre- 
Sented such a spectacle before. 

Mr. MASON. I do not like to interpose, but 
the morning hour is running away rapidly, and 
I respectfully submit to the Senator that it is not 
in order to discuss the policy of a measure on the 


presentation of a petition. [| 
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am sorry to raise 
avail 


the objection; but we must ourselves of 
every moment for busine ss 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. §L take no exception to 
anybody calling me to ord tal 
the practice of the Senate, | am entirely in order 
I may have a particular course to recommend 


with this petition, and my remarks may be neces- 
sary for that purpose. 
Mr. MASON. I understand the rule of the 


Senate to be that, in presenting a pettion, the 
member may briefly state its contents—nothing 
further. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The member “ shall’’ 
state the contents, the rule says. 

Mr. MASON. I make the qi 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor The rule pro- 
vides, as the Senator from Kentucky states, that 
any Senator on presenting a pr tition or memorial 
shall briefly its The 
must judge for himself how far, under that rule, 
he will go. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I know how precious 
the time of the Senate is, and ec: rtainly | am not 
one to impose myself on the reluctant attention of 
the Senate. A few moments perhaps of the very 
time that we have now occupied would have suf- 
ficed. If 1 am out of order I be glad to be 
notified of it, and shall conform myself to the rule; 
butI know that, according tothe practice oftwenty- 
five years or more, | am in order. 

Mr. MASON. I submit the qu stion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
thinks the Senator from Kentucky is in order. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That is an evil, and 
ought to be corrected, I believe, in the opinion 
of a great majority of the people of the United 
States, at this very moment. Already a great 
foreign influence is exercised on your elections. 
Let me turn the attention of the Senate for a 
moment to a single particular in which this is 
manifest. We are approaching a presidential 
election. Public attention is keenly drawn to it. 
The public sensibilities are excited by it. It is 
an American President we are about to clect—a 
Chief Magistrate to stand at the head of our in- 
stitutions and administer them—a function purely 
American—an oflice of an American. The Pres- 
idency is an office which none but an American 
can hold; and it was never intended that any but 
Americans should confer it. Now, look at the 
state of things which exists throuchout this broad 
land. The candidates are rated as stock in mar- 
ket. ‘* Who is the German vote going for: 
To-day it is supposed for Buchanan; next day 
for 'rémont; the next day all go against Mr. Fill- 


iestion. 


state content Senator 


shall 


' more. 


This is the scale by which the chances of a 
presidential election are calculated from one end 
of this broad Union to the other. Sir, is it not 
a shame to the country—is it not a shame to our 
Americanism, that such a state of things should 
in a few years have been brought to bear on us, 
that already the election of a presidential officer 
is to depend on the foreign vote? It is already 
a distinct and certain element in the voting pop- 
ulation of the United States. As long as a for- 
eign population can be absorbed in your own, 
and identified with it, all goes on well; it is a 
wholesome operation; but the moment the immi- 
gration exceeds that, it is dangerous; a foreign 
element is introduced and preserved in the heart 
of the Republic, exercising the dearest right of 
every republican—that by which he shows his 
popular sovereignty—the right of suffrage. That 
is the state of things now—enough to make a 
State come to us every two years. 

I do not wish, sir, to be exclusive on this sub- 
ject. The foreigner is no object of hostility to 


me—far from it. | wish to receive him with hos- 


vitality; | wish to treat him with kindness; but 
{ do not wish to confer on him the nieht of rov- 
erning me. I do not want to be obliged to sit 
down and say, among all the candidates, he who 
is to be elected my President must get the Ger- 
man vote, or the [rish vote, or any other foreign 
vote. I say this not out of hostility to them— 
not that I love them less—but that I hove my coun- 
trymen more. [ love their rights and will preserve 
their rights. I believe they alone are competent 
to preserve American institutions. These are my 
sentiments and my opinions; and thus far | fully 
and entirely concur with these petitioners. 
Sir, 1 will not occupy your time further than to || 


_ 2167 


1e tide of immi- 


make a single remark more. T! 


migration will swell from year to year; and why 
should it not Europe is becoming more it tt 
mately acquaint d with your country. Ti e allure- 
ments which it presents are increasing day by 
day When it was new, and there were hard- 
ships to be borne by the immigrants, they came 
in small numbers; but you have prospered by the 
labor and enterprise of your own people, Asia 


has become acquainted with it and is pouring out 
Mohnammedans onus. The late armies¢ mployed 
in the eastern war are all being called home. 
Settled peace, is taking possession of Europe, and 
with it these men are disbanded, and what will 
become of them? Withdrawn from the pursuits 
raved in the vices of war,imbued 
with its spirit and its bloodshed, begrimed with 
all the dirt and vice of a camp, what can they do 
in thickly-settled Europ lhe 
war, not of pe ace, the y can be ot 
will be pushed off upon you. 


of peace, and en 


instruments of 
there, and 
' You have already 
approached so nearly to the reign of this foreign 
influence 


nou 


imical to 
acuucability 
your institutions 
by pouring out their worthless multitudes to be- 


that foreign nations who are in 
your Government may now see the p 
of deteriorating or of destroying 
come citizens of the United Siates. Lam opposed 
to this, not in the interest of any faction, not on 
common party fround, but as a man to whom 
Providence has assigned the lot of an American 
citizen, With all its rights and privileges; and I 
will never impart to others the privileges of, my 
own countrymen to such an extent that their 
right to covern themselves defeated. 
American citizens shall not be cheated, as they 
have been under our former naturalization laws, 
so far as may depend on the voice and 
humble vote of one of the representatives of the 
States here. Sir, itis not necessary that I should 
move to refer the petition; it Is late in the 
session to hope for anything tobe done. I move 
simply that it be read, and laid on the table. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the me morial; 
when he was interrupted by 

Mr. BUTLER. I think we had better save as 
much time as we can by dispensing with the 
reading. I move that it 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will not insist. 

Mr. BUTLER. I suppose the Senator asked 
for the reading out of resp ct to his constituents. 


I do not blame him for that, but it will take up 


shall be 
humble 


too 


be suspended. 


too much time. 
The further reading of the memorial was dis- 
pensed with; and it was laid on the table. 


HARRIET L. B. RUTH. 
Mr. BAYARD. I reported from the Commit- 


tee on the Library, some days ago, a resolution, 
which I ask the Senate now to take It can- 
not oceupy five minutes, I am If it is ob- 
jected to, | will make a brief statement, and have 
nothing more to say. Ishall have performed my 
duty. Ithinkitisaclaim of humanity and right. 

The Senate proce ded to consider ‘the resolu- 
tion, which is in these werds: 


up. 
I 


sure, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate, to Harriet L.. B. Ruth, mother 
of Joseph 8. Ruth, deceased, $2,500 in full for the services 
of said Joseph S. Ruth, in preparing for publication the ob 
servations on terrestrial magnetism, made at the observatory 
of Girard College, and published under the orders of the 
Senate of the Lith and 12th of February, 1845. 


Mr. EVANS. I move that the resolution be 


referred to the Committee to Audit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. It con 


| templates a payment out of the contingent fund, 


and that committee ought to look into it. 

Mr. BAYARD. The resolution is reported by 
the Committee on the Library. It is a claim on 
the contingent fund of the Senate. Itis a fair 
claim; it has been investigated by a committee. 
It only provides for a payment which has been de- 
layed foralong time. Iam sure, if the Senator 
from South Carolina knew the facts,which are fully 
proved, he would not persist in his motion. Lam 
certainly not disposed to allow claims against the 
Government which 1 do not consider to be just. 
[ think this is a clear case. The service was per- 
formed by order of the Senate, as has been fully 
proved, and has not been compensated; and it 1s 
proposed that the mother of the original peti- 
tioner, who depended on his services, shall re- 
ceive it. The man was drowned in your service 
four years ago. 

The motion to refer was agreed to. 
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Mr. EVANS subsequently reported back the | 
resolution, from the Committee to Audit and Con- 
trol the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, with 
a favorable recommendation; and it was adopted. 


PAY OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. | 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, in deference | 
to the opinions of friends, and with a view to | 
conform to their notions, I submit a motion to | 
reconsider the vote adopting the House amend- 
ment to the bill to regulate the compensation of | 
members of Congress. I do not know whether 
this motion is in order; I have been informed by | 
some that it is not; if it is, 1 hope the motion 
will prevail. My object is, if the bill shall be re- | 
considered, to remove from it the provision which 
gives the increased payment to members a retro- | 
spective operation. f am told it has been once 
reconsidered; whether a second reconsideration 
is in order I do not know. That point is for 
you, sir, to decide. But allow me to say that I 
desire not to go away from the Senate differing 
from those with whom I wish to agree, and for 
whom I have great respect; for instance, my 
friend from Delaware, [Mr. Bayanrp,] and my 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. Henrter.] I have | 

reat regard for the opinion of others; and if this | 
vill can be made more acceptable, as I under- | 
stand it can be, by giving it a prospective opera- | 


ing it from its operation on the present session | 
for services which have been performed, | am 


sustain it in public, to one now. My friend 
from Delaware may say what he pleases about 
it; but there are two views taken of this subject; | 


ner it will be regarded by the public. 
I do not hesitate to say that I believe this is a 

ood bill in its provisions, and the most practical 
in its operation to save the Treasury. hs I un- | 
derstand the bill, those who have been absent at | 
this session will have their time subtracted. I 
have been absent very nearly two months, and [ | 
state that to the Secretary, so that the deduction 
may be made from me. After all, there will not 
be a great addition to the members who have been 
working here all the time. I have been absent, 
and I know that a great many others have been | 
ebsent; but let the bill go into operation as it is, | 
with the provision requiring members to be pres- | 
ent, or lose their pay, and | believe we shall save 
money to the Treasury. I submit the motion to | 
reconsider. It is for you, sir, to Say whether the | 
motion is in order. 


mous consent. am 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. © The vote has | 
been once reconsidered, and there can be butone | 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BUTLER... Well, sir, I have discharged | 
my duty, 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PEARCE. The committee of conference | 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on | 
the bill of the House of Representatives (No. 
71) making appropriations for the current and | 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the 
various Indian tribes, for the year ending the | 
30th of June, 1857, having met, after a full and 
free conference, do recommend to their respective | 
Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement | 
to the sixteenth amendment of the Senate, with | 
an amendment to add at the end of the section | 
the words: 

The yearly pay of interpreters in that State shall in no 
case exceed $1,000. 

The sixteenth Senate amendment is one which 
repeals the limitation previously made in regard 
to the salary of interpreters in California. The 
committee propose to add a limitation, so that | 
the interpreters in California shall not have more | 
than $1,000. 

Mr. WELLER. The amendment did not re- | 
peal the law, but applitd to California, and placed | 
interpreters on the same footing there with other | 
employés of the Government. 

Mr. PEARCE. The report is further, that | 
the House do recede from its disagreement to the - 
sixty-fourth amendment of the Senate, with an | 
amendment thereto, as follows: In line seven | 





| made and filed in the Department of the Interior. 





|| Senate. 


| Indians, shall return thereto. 
|| is an amendment which relates to a treaty pro- | 
| vision under which an Indian named Spunk or | 
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strike out the word ‘ made,” and insert ‘‘ and \| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


filed in the Department of the Interior.”’ That | 
amendment provides for a commission to examine 
claims for Indian depredations in New Mexico. 
The amendment which is now proposed by the 
committee of conference simply provides that the 
claims to be examined shall be those heretofore 


We also propose to add to that clause: 
Provided, That nothing herein shall be construed to bind | 
the United States to make payment of said claims. 
It was feared that it might be inferred, from 
the tenor of the amendment, that the United States 


|; would be bound imperatively to pay these claims 
as reported by the commission. ‘This proviso is 


inserted to guard against that result. 
The committee also recommend that the Senate 


| recede from their fifty-ninth, sixty-first, sixty- 


fifth, and sixty-seventh amendments. I will state 


| what they are. 
The fifty-ninth amendment is one which pro- || 
| vided for the payment of interest to Mr. Henley 
|| on money which he had borrowed in California. 
| The sixty-first is one which related to the assign- 
| ments of Indian land warrants—a provision that 


the certificate might be given to the assignee, 


|| whether the consideration was in money or goods. 
|| The sixty-fifth made provision for the payment 


detailed Ss d refi || of certain sums of money to certain Cherokee 
tion, beginning with the next session, and reslev Indians, now in North Carolina, under a treaty. 


| It is supposed that this might well lie over until 


fect! ‘Ni tet tl | another year, there being some doubt whether 
aore Sais 1] = ‘. = oh bd 
Phage vonng SS hell th = a Sai ese | North Carolina has assented to the provision. 
2we s ave te 8 to || re 2 des 
willing, because we shall then have ten friend's to || The sixty-seventh amendment is one providing 


| for the claim of Faribault and wife. 


The committee also recommend that the House 


Peete | of Representatives concur in the fifty-eighth, 
one, its intrinsic merits, and the other, the man- || 


sixty-second, and sixty-third amendments of the 


for a violation of the intercourse law with the | 
The sixty-second | 


Bald Frog claims. The sixty-third is an amend- | 


| ment which provides for an additional Indian | 


agent east of the Rocky Mountains. 
I send the report to the Chair, and move that 
the Senate concur in the report of the committee. 
The report was concurred in. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS ON MONDAY. 
Mr. STUART. It is known to all that, in the | 
last hours of the session, we frequently get very 


} 


| much confused in our business, and not unfre- 


Mr. WELLER: It can be received by unani- || 


quently we do things which we ought not to do. 
I offer a resolution in respect to the session of 
Monday, and the character of business which | 
shall be considered on that day: 


Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next at ten o’cloek, and that none but 
appropriation bills, House bills, and bills in respect to which 
there shall be a disagreement between the House and Sen- 
ate, shall be considered by the Senate on that day, 


} 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Say eight o’clock. | 
Mr. BROWN and others. Nine o’clock. | 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. We shall not have 
time to compare the bills if we meet at ten o’clock. | 
It ought to be at eight or nine o’clock, at all events. | 
Mr. STUART. I will say nine o’clock. 
The resolution as modified was agreed to. 
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. EVANS. I move now to take up the bill | 
(H. R. No. rig to provide for the settlement ot | 
the claims of the officers of the revolutionary | 
army, and the widows and orphan children of | 
those who died in the service. I trust the Senate 


| will dispose of the bill. 


Mr. STUART. 1 hope we shall be permitted | 
to go on with the appropriation bills. I trust the 
Senate will not agree to this motion now. 

Mr. ADAMS. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance agreed that the special order 
should not be taken up until half past one o’clock, 
with the distinct understanding that this morn- 
ing, 8o soon as the morning business should be 
disposed of, House bills which gave rise to no 
debate should be considered. 


| 
| 
I hope we shall go 
on with them, and be able to get through with | 


them in ample time to consider the bill of the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina. They 
have had to wait morning after morning, and it 
is very important that those bills should be dis- | 
posed of. 


|| division—ayes 22, noes 15. 


| 
| 
i 
| 


August 16, 


Th 
! is on the motion of the Senator from South Con 
| olina. F 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; there being, ona 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, this bill, according 
to the best advice I can get, proposes to a - 
— $10,000,090 for the pay ment of those 
t is to redound mainly to the benefit of thy 
tures who prey about the Capitol on the bounties 
of this Government. It is to redound to the ben. 
efit of claim agents, who have been harassino 
| ever since I have had a seat in this body, to 
| for these claims, and who have, to my knowled: 
| been traversing the country and sending thei 
letters throughout the country, sometimes by the 
aid, I regret to say, of members of Congress. 
_ hunting up the children of revolutionary officers, 
and bargaining with them in advance for a laroe 
| per centum on the amount which they may a 
alize. I have had many letters from my own 
| constituents, inclosing the communications of 
these claim agents, and telling me they were as. 
sured by them, as the letters proved, that they 


Ppro- 
UMms, 
* vul. 


me 
go 


re 
ey 


|| were entitled to a Jarge amount from the Goy. 


| ernment, and proposing for twenty, thirty, ang 
even fifty per cent. 

I do not think I can be persuaded to vote fo, 
this bill under any circumstances; but I am sure 
that I shall not vote for it with the lights now 
| before me. I trust the Senate will not consider 
| it to the exclusion of other measures of impor. 
| tance, and about which there can be no dispute, 
I trust they will not vote blindly this appropria- 
| tion of $10,000,000. It is too grave a matter th 
| be passed now without debate. It cannot pass 
| without debate. If those who are in favor of it 





|| are in the majority, and will press it on the cop. 
The fifty-seventh amendment is one || 
| which provides a penalty to be imposed on those | 
who, after being ejected from Indian territory || 


sideration of the Senate, I tell them they will not 
get a vote on it to-day. For these reasons, | 
move to lay the bill on the table—I believe that 
| prevents debate; and on this motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS. May | be allowed to say one 
word? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.* The question 
is not debatable. 

Mr. EVANS. The Senator from Alabama is 
speaking about that of which he knows nothing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not de- 
| batable. 

Mr. EVANS. The utmost amount which this 
bill can ever call for will not be more than three 
and a half millions of dollars. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to ask a question. If 
| the bill be laid on the table now, can it be called 

up in December? ye 


Mr. CLAY. Certainly. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate 
| have passed a resolution continuing the business 
of this session to the next. a 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Laying it 
on the table disposes of it only for this session, 
and it can be called up at the next session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, Srvart 
in the chair.) It can be taken from the table on 
any day. il : 

Mr. CASS. As the son of a revolutionary 
officer, I am personally interested in this matter, 
and cannot vote on it. . : 

Mr. FISH. IL also have a personal interest in 
this bill, and decline to vote. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Biggs, Brown, Clay, 
Clayton, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Stidell, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Trumbull, Wel- 
ler, and Yulee—23. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Beil of 
Tennessee, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Evans, Foot, Foster, Hale, Har- 
lan, James, Jones of Iowa, Pratt, Seward, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—24. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President  __ 

Mr. TOOMBS. I believe that when this bill 
was postponed before I was about half through a 
speech. 

Mr. BAYARD. I merely wish to make 4 
motion. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I give notice that I have no 
disposition to forego my rights. a 

‘Mr. BAYARD. I wish to postpone this bill 
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‘i second Monday of December next, and 


re it the special order for that time. I am 
mane i 


sod that we cannot consider it now. I am 
 shere is one amendment which ought to be 
ev eted in the bill, and that is in reference to the 

f representation. I move to postpone it 
to ue second Monday of December. 

“\r, TOOMBS. Say the third Monday. We 
1, yothing the first week or ten days of a session. 
Mr. BAYARD. lam satisfied with that. 

Mr, MALLORY and Mr. SEWARD called 
for the yeas and oayei and they were ordered. 

Mr. BIGLER. shall vote for the motion to 
osipone. My inclinations are somewhat in favor 
ofthis bill. There are many of my constituents 
anxious for its passage, but I am not sufficiently 
informed to vote on it without discussion. I am 
anxious to hear discussion develop the entire 
subject, because lam not prepared to vote; and I 
believe the Senate cannot, at this late day of the 
session, properly examine and dispose of the 
bill. I shall vote to posipone it until December. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted —yeas 32, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS —Messers. Adains, Allen, Bayard, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Fitz- 
yatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, James, Jones of 
Jennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Toombs, 
Trumbull, Weller, and Yulee—32. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Ten- 
nessee, Collamer, Durkee, Evans, Foot, Foster, Hale, Har- 
lan, Jones of Towa, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Wade, Wilson, and Wright—15. 

§ 

So the bill was postponed to the third Monday 

of December, and made the special! order for that 


day. 


Su 


DELAWARE BREAKWATER. 


Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session, an estimate of the sums required for connecting the 
ice-breaker with the breakwater at the entrance of the Del- 
aware bay, and for erecting a stone mole or pier for landing 
ator near the fast land opposite the breakwater ; and also 
for a marine hospital at Lewistown, as an asylum for 
wrecked, sick, or distressed seamen, with the opinions of 
himselfand ofthe chief engineer of the advantage and neces- 
sity of said works respectively ; and tha@a similar estimate 
for a breakwater on Crow’s shoal, near Cape May, with the 
opinions of the same officers of the advantage and neces- 
sity of such a protection for the navigation and commerce 
of the United States, be conimunicated at the same time. 


LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to inform the 


Senate, that I have the misfortune to be charged 
with one of the general appropriation bills. It 
is perfect as it came from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, with the exception of one or two 
verbal alterations, which will take no time to 
consider. It can be taken up and voted on. It 
is the bill making appropriations for light-houses 
and buoys. I ask that it be now taken up. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I thought that the distinct 
understanding of the Senate, yesterday, was that 
an hour or two should be devoted to the consid- 
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| Mr.SEWARD. The appropriation bills must | Mr. STUART. I make a question of order, 


i that this amendment cannot be in order on this 


all be enrolled, and they are very long. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from New York 
to take up the bill (H.R. No. 451) making ap- 
propriations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, 
&c., and providing for the erection and estab- 
lishment of the same, and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill which was reported from the Committee 
on Commerce with amendments, the first of which 
was to add to the clause, “‘ for rebuilding the 
light-house at black river, Ohio, $7,300,’ the 
words: 

And for the completion of the rebuilding and repairs of 
the west pier and pier-head upon which said jight-honse is 
erected, and connecting the same with the shore, $11,026. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out ** hun- 
dred,’’ and insert *‘ thousand,’’ so as to make 
the appropriation for a light-house at the mouth 
of the Au Sable river, on Lake Huron, $5,000. 

Mr.SEWARD. That is to correct a clerical 
mistake. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


continuance of certain lights. The amendment 


| is to insert after the word ‘‘ discontinued,” ** pro- 


vided the Secretary of the Treasury shall so 
direct.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


There is no other 


| appropriation bill to which the amendment that lL 
| proposed last night from the Naval Committee 


| can be attached. 


Last night there was so much 


| confusion and impatience at the particular hour 


of the night, when this amendment was offered, 
that I withdrew it. I renew it now, in order to 
do justice to the clerks at the navy-yard in Wash- 
ington. Iam certain rentlemen did not under- 


stand it, or they would not have objected to it. 


| has been made to pay it. 


These clerks are entitled, under the act of 1854, to 
twenty per cent., which was allowed to them as 
well as the clerks in the Executive Departments; 
but, by an accidental omission, no appropriation 
As by adding it to this 


| bill they can get the compensation allowed them 


by that act, I hope there will be no objection to 
the amendment, which is: 


And be it further enacted, That the clerks and others in 


the Washington navy-yard shall be entitled to the compen- | 


sation authorized by the act approved April 22, 1554, the 
estimate for the payment of which has been accidentally 
omitted. 

I have the law here. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. 


If it is in order now to move 


| to increase the compensation of the armorers on 


eration of private bills from the House of Repre- || 


sentatives. 

Mr. SEWARD. If this bill be passed, it will 
be one obstacle out of the way of private bills. 
It is only a small appropriation bill. 

Mr. WELLER. My understanding is like 
that of the Senator from Louisiana, that we were 
to take up private bills before one o’clock; other- 
wise I should be compelled to make a motion to 
take up the supplementary Army appropriation 
bill, which should be acted on during the present 
Session, 

_Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator will 
indulge me in one word. My bill can be passed 
in the time that it takes to make a speech. It 
will occupy but a few minutes. Let us pass it, 
and get it out of the way. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
that I have any objection to the motion of the 
Senator from New York; but private bills from 
the House of Representatives have been post- 
poned from day to day, with a general under- 
Standing that yesterday a few hours should be 
devoted to them. Then they were postponed 
unul to-day. Why not take them up now? I 
hope the friends of the private bills of the House 


of Representatives will vote down this propo- | 


sition, and insist on having until half past one 
o'clock for their comsideration, 


this bill, Lmovethatamendment. Itis one which 


was ruled out of a bill of the Senator from Vir- | 


ginia, and merely intends to give the armorers and 
blacksmiths at the marine barracks fifty cents a 
day in addition to the compensation they now get. 

Mr. SEWARD. May I ask the honorable 
Senator to state what his proposition is? 

Mr. BROWN. I move to increase the com- 
pensation of the blacksmiths and armorers at the 
marine barracks fifty cents a day. 

Mr. SEWARD. Bless my soul and body, 
Mr. President! this is the only appropriation bill 


| that l ever had the honor to have charge of. Itis 


a bill for light-houses—not new light-houses, but 
old light-houses—to furnish them with gas and 
oil. I want to know whether it is the sense of 
the Senate that all the other appropriation bills 


shall be kept clean, and that which comes throug! 


| my hands shall be encumbered and embarrassed 


| 
| 
| 


with appropriations for armorers, blacksmiths, 
sailors, and marines! I object most earnestly. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator had interposed 
the objection when the Senator from Tennessee 
made the proposition to increase the compensa- 
tion of clerks, he would have been in time. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 make no such 
proposition. 

Mr. BROWN. What was it? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. There is no appro- 
priation in an appropriation bill to pay them 
according to law. I proposed it here, notasa 
new law. 

Mr, BROWN. I did not say the Senator pro- 
posed a new law. 


BE. 





There is a further amend- | 
ment in the third section, which directs the dis- | 





Sn 


bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Mississippi has not sent to the Chair any 
amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. I have an amendment to 
offer. It is to insert, after the appropriation for 
buoys in Pensacola bay: 

That the Seeretary of the Navy cause a thorough sur 
vey and examination to be made by a board of military 
and civil engineers, of the condition and probable duration 
of the wooden dock at the Pensacola navy yard, together 
with the annual expense of maintaining it in repair; and 
also the cost of constructing, in lieu thereof, upon the most 
approved plan, a permanent stone dock at that yard, for 
docking the largest naval vessel which the waters on the 
bar of Pensacola admit. 

Mr. SEWARD. This is not a proper bill for 
that amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
raised ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from New York objects to the amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. Ona point of order? 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
objects to the reception of the amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. On the ground that it is 
| not germane to the bill? I ask the Chair to de- 
cide that point. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
has a right to submitit to the Senate. 
will submit the question. 

The Senate refused to receive the amendment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed; and the amendments made as in Committee 
of the Whole were concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
time. 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 


PATAPSCO RIVER BILL VETO. 


| Mr. PRATT. I ask the Senate to be kind 
enough to let the vote be now taken on the bill 
making appropriations for the imprevement of 
the Patapsco river, which passed this body and 
the other Hlouse, and has been vetoed by the 
President. It will not lead to discussion, and 
ought to be voted on at some period during the 
session. I hope it will be taken up now. | 

Mr. WELLER. I have a bill which I am 
anxious to get up, making additional appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army,for the year 
ending 30th June, 1857, which” wis originally 
reported from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
has come back from them. It contains some 
provisions which in my judgment are indispens- 
ably necessary for the War Department during 
the ensuing year. 

Mr. ADAMS. I hope the motion will be 
voted down, so that we can proceed to the con- 
sideration of private bills from the House for 
the rest of the time left us, before the hour fixed 
for the special order—half past one o’elock. ~ 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is the duty 
of the Chair to state the motion of the Senator 

| from Maryland. 

Mr. WELLER. I take it for granted we 
shall have no debate on that bill, but will simply 
proceed to take the vote as the Constitution re- 
quires. I have therefore no objection. 

| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to reconsider the bill for the improvement 
of the Patapsco river, and to render the port of 
Baltimore accessible to the war steamers of the 
United States, which had been returned by the 
President with his objeetions, the question being: 
| ** Shall the bill pass, the President’s objections to 
the contrary notwithstanding ?”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
as required by the Constitution, resulted as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Messra. Alien, Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, 
Bell of Tennessee, Cass, Clayton, Collamer, Dodge, Dur- 
kee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, James, Jones 
af lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wright—28. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter 
Iverson, Mallory, Mason, Reid, Toombs, Weller, and 
| Yulee—19. 


Is there a point of order 


The Chair 
The Chair 


|| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Two thirds 
{} of the Senate not having voted in fayor of the 
bill, it is not passed. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Corziom, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed a bill to regulate the diplomatic and 
consular systems of the United States; also, that 
they had passed Senate bill (S. No. 162) for the 
relief of John H. Scranton and James M. Hunt. 


SENATE BILLS BECOME LAWS. 
A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secretary, notified 


the Senate that he had approved and signed the 
following bills: 


An act for the relief of Cezaire Wallace, of the | 


parish of Bossier, and State of Louisiana; 

An act to authorize and direct -he settlement 
of the account of the Bank of the State of Mis- 
sourl for money advanced for subsistence and 
transportation of volunteers; 

An act to settle the time for holding the district 
court in South Carolina, and other purposes; 

An act for the relief of Norwood McClelland, 
master of the steamboat New World; 

An act for the relief of Betsey Whipple; 

An act restoring Joshua Mercer to the roll of 
invalid pensioners; 

An act increasing the pension of Albert Hart; 

An act for the relief of Levi C. Harris; 

An act granting a pension to Nathaniel Moth- 
ershead, of Missouri; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Smith; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Forrest; 

An act for the relief of Dempsey Pittman; 

An act for the relief of Amos B. Eaton, acom- 
missary of subsistence in the United States Army; 

An act granting a pension to Morris Powers; 

An act granting a pension to Mrs. Olivia W. 
Cannon, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, late a 
midshipman in the United States Navy, now 
deceased; 

An act granting a pension to Samuel B. Porter, 
a soldier in the late war with Great Britain; 

An act to inerease the pension of Amaziah 
Goodwin, of the State of Maine; and 

An act to increase the pension of Alpheus T. 
Palmer, late a lieutenant in the ninth regiment 
United States infantry. 


BOUNDARY OF KANSAS TERRITORY. 

On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, the bill (H. 
R. No. 574) making an appropriation for the 
survey of 
Territory 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


as‘read the first and second time, and 


It 


appropriates $35,400 for the purpose indicated in || 


its title. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || 


third time, and passed. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1857. 
Committee on Finance have instructed me to rec- | 
ommend that the Senate insist on its amendment, | 
which is to strike out the Kansas proviso. 

Mr. SEWARD. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on insisting. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GEYER. 
ment to ouramendment. 

Mr. STUART. We insist on ours. 

Mf. GEYER. Do we not disagree to theirs? | 


Mr. HUNTER. I prefer the form of insisting, | 


because the question whether they had a right to | 
amend, is a doubtful matter of parliamentary law. 
I do not propose to enter into any technical dis- | 
pute, and therefore propose that we insist on our 
amendment. 


: — 
Mr. GEYER. The House have amended our | 
amendment; and the first question, I apprehend, || 


will be on agreeing to their amendment to our | 
amendment, if it was in order to make it at all. | 
Our insisting on our amendment now is not dis- 
oosing of their amendment to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That point | 
of order is not raised by the motion of the Sen- | 
ator from Virginia. 


Mr. HUNTER. My proposition is to insist | 


on our amendment. 


Mr. CLAYTON. 


Will the effect of insisting 
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|! to lose the bill. 


‘ye southern boundary line of Kansas | 


I report back from the Com- | 
mittee on Finance the bill (H. R. No. 153) | 


The | 


'very much to have these appropriations made; 


The House made an amenid- || 


Y 





en the amendment be the loss of the bill ? 


Mr. HUNTER. No, sir; to adhere would be 
The motion is to insist. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—yeas 35, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Biggs, 
Bigier, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dodge, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Iverson, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Weller, Wright, and Yulee—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Collamer, Dur- | 
kee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Seward, Trumbull, and 
Wade —10. 

So the Senate insisted on the amendment to 
the Army appropriation bill. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ARMY APPROPRIATION 


BILL. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the. bill (S. No. 247) 
making additional appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1857. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator propose to 
take it up with the understanding that it shall be 
laid aside at half past one o’clock, when the spe- 
cial order comes up? 

Mr. WELLER. I make no such proposition. | 
It is a general appropriation bill, and as much 
entitled to consideration as the bills of my friend 
from Virginia. I have been crowded out for the 
last two or three days, and really he has coaxed 
me off. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not know how I coaxed 
the Senator. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At half past 
one o’clock it will be the duty of the Chair to 
call up the special order, as a matter of course. 
The question is on the motion of the Senator 
from California to take up the bill (S. No. 427) 
making additional appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1857. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to | 
consider the bill, which had been reported from 
the Committee on Finance with amendments, the 
first of which was to strike out: 

For altering small arms of old patterns, including those | 
in the possession of the several States and Territories, | 
$500,000. 

For sea-coast and garrison guns, mounted, $600,000. 

For manutacturing small arms of new models, $150,000. 

For manufacturing small arm accouterments, $100,000. 

For supplying ammunition for small arms, $100,000. 

For supplying ammunition for sea-coast, $250,000. 

For increasing the capacity of the arsenals, $100,000. 

Mr. WELLER. It will be remembered that a | 
bill was passed by the Senate, which was usually 
| called the three-million bill, which was reduced 
| down to $1,800,000, and that bill is now in the | 
House of Representatives. In consequence of | 
the condition of public affairs there, and the 
utter impossibility of getting that bill up, I was 
| induced originally to put it on this bill. It will 

be remembered that the original bill came from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and, as a 
matter of courtesy merely, was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. They have not treated 
the bill courteously; but they have left very little | 
of it. They have reported it to the Senate with 

about three fourths of it cut out. I should like 


| and placing them on this bill may enable us, per- | 
| haps, to obtain them. I do not propose to insist | 
on them. Let the question be taken on striking 
| out. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
| Finance was to strike out the following items: 

For completing the Point Douglas and Saint Louis river 
road, $31,425 50. 

For completing the Point Douglas and Fort Ripley road, 
$4,695 01. 

Fur repairing the bridge over Cannon river, $2,000. 

Mr. WELLER. These items were inserted 
in the bill on estimates of the War Department. 
They were regularly estimated for last year, and | 
part of the money was expended last year, but it 
was found insufficient to finish the roads. These 
roads are in the Territory of Minnesota; and it | 
was on the estimates of the Department that we 
were induced to recommend this appropriation 
| for the purpose of completing them. I trust the 
amendment of the Committee on Finance will not | 
| be agreed to. 

The amendment was rejected; there being, on 
| a division—ayes 8, noes 26. 
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in the following words: 


!| the first section of the act granting pensions t 


|| Secretary of War, but also by General Seoj; 


| tee on Finance, to strike out the section, y 


| tor from Maryland would state the views of , 
|| Committee on Finance upon this Subject, }H, 


E. August 16 

ee, 
| ‘The next amendment of the Co 
Finance was to strike out section f 


it 


’ 
= 
MMittee o, 
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sec 5. And be it further enacted, That the provi i: 


; >the wide 

and orphans of persons dying in the naval service we 

| August 11, 1848, be extended to the widows and 
of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians a 

| diers ofthe Aimy of the United States, includiye ‘che 

| and militia mustered into the service of the [ hited St : 

; “ul 


Mr. WELLER. The object of this «.. 
was to place the Army on an equal footing y., 
the Navy. It is recommended not only by »;, 


| think, as a matter of justice, they ought t¢ .f 
| placed on an equal footing with the Nayy , 
therefore I trust the amendment of the Commi 


‘ppr " 


Ory 
' 


i 
a) , 
Hi Not 


| be agreed to. 


Mr. STUART. I should be glad if the g,, 


na. 


| will recollect it was acted on before I came j, to 


| the committee room. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I belieye 4, 
effect of this section will be to extend pensions 
for life to the widows and orphans of the ox. 
| cers, non-commissioned officers, soldiers, a). 
| musicians of the Army, as they have beey ey. 
| tended in the naval service. Military pensions 
are now limited to aterm of years. It is proposi 
| to extend the naval system of life pensions 1, 
| the widows and orphans of officers of the Ary 
| The difference in the two cases is very evid, st. 


| The Senate are well aware that, at the comm: 


| ment of the war of 1812, Congress passed q jay 
| providing for pensions. ‘The naval pension {iy 
arose out of a percentage on captures—a fy) 
which the Government pledged itself to adminis. 
ter in a way designated in the original pensio 
bill, so that the pensions which were received 
under that bill were paid out of the annual inter. 
est of the fund invested, being a percentage oy 
captures. 

be 1837, Congress, legislating at the heel of the 
session, late at night, and when the other brane) 
of Congress was filled with ladies instead of legis. 
lators, passed an act by which the fund was 
destroyed. “Phey granted arrears: of pension ty 
many persons, running back, in some instances 
forty and fifty years, giving $25,000 to a sing! 
individual. < this way the pension fund was 
decreased to the extent of $2,000,000 in a few 
years. Congress having thus wrongfully per- 
verted the pension fund in violation of the pro- 
visions ind iplations of the act providing tt, 
felt itself bound to continue the pensions to the 
naval service. 

The intention of the original pension act, and of 
the act of 1844, as those who were then members 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs will well re- 
member, was not to grant a pension to the widows 
of all those who died in the naval service, but to 
the widows of such as were killed in battle or 
died of wounds received in battle, or in conse- 
quence of casualties sustained or injuries received 
in the line of their duty. It was not intended to 
provide pensions for the widows of those who 
died in the ordinary course of nature, though they 
might then be in the service. There have beet 
great abuses of this law; there have been pensions 
granted under circumstances not contemplated by 
the law, but in cases where, by some contrivance, 
it has been made to appear that the persons died 
in consequence of such casualties. 

The object of this provision is to grant pensions 
to the widows and orphans of the officers of the 
Army precisely on the same footing with those 
of the Navy, though there was no pension fund 
created by any captures bythe Army. The com- 
mittee thought we had better stay where we were. 
We thought that this business of giving pensions 
to the widow of everybody who dies in the ser 
vice had been carried a great deal too far; that 't 
was a great abuse; that we were debauching the 
country by spreading the public bounty abroad 
without proper consideration; and we have, there 
fore, moved to strike it out. : 

Mr. CLAY. I am no friend of the pension 
system as it exists; I am especially not in favor 
of the invalid pension system; yet I think that, 
as long as we sustain such a system at all, | 
ought not to bear upon its face the gross inequality 
now exhibited in the comparison between thie pel 
sions allowed to the widows and orphan children 
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ae “¢ naval officers, and those standing in the same i the condition of the country. Having four hun- explanation, and it is this: [ have had the honor, 
i to the Army. At this time, there ts an dred thousand Indians within our borders, there | for two sessions of Congress, to be upon the 
ty in two respects—a very great inequal= are occasional outbreaks and wars on the fron- || Committee on Pensions. Mv associates on that 
co |, the first place, the invalid pensioners of || tier, and officers are sent to those exposed posi- || committee have been much more diligent there 
ives \enyy do not ceceive as much as invalid pen- tions. I think their widows and orphans are than | have been. and understand the administra- 
i Navy of like rank. For tmstance, || entitled to the same protection from this Govern- || tion of the Pension department far better thai I 
Un st pension paid to an invalid officer of || ment that has been extended to the widows and | do: and | beg them to correct me if Lam mis- 
or \rmy is thiety dollars a month. | orphans of naval officers. taken in what I say now. Ever since the bill 
- ‘ir, PEARCE, The Senator will allow me to || Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas ‘and nays; was passed giving pensions in certain cases to 
ae that this does not apply to invalid pensioners and they were ordered. .* the widows of naval officers, the two Houses of 
3 Sy oe | Mr. PUGH. he object of the original pro- || Congress have concurred in granting pensions to 
oie Mr. CLAY. I know that; but, as I was re- || Vision 1s simply to create an equality between the || the widows of officers of the Army of the United 
t ty ! marking, the highest pension allowed toan invalid Army and Navy. The Senator from Florida | States, who died under circumstances similar 
ry woo of the Army is thirty dollars; while the | says the officers of the Army can acquire prop- || to those where pensions were obtained by the 
oad hizhest pension that is allowed to an invalid in || erty by other methods than thetr pay. I can || widows of naval officers; and those cases were 
will ; th Army is fifty dollars a month. only say, that I think that supposition ts wholly || all passed under the advice and recommendation 
\cain, this section was intended to correct without foundation. If they do their duty, they || of the Committee on Pensions in both Houses. 
> & another great equality. At present, no pension have no such opportunity. He says they are | This being so, we shall have two inequalities if 
of e allowed to the widow of an officer of the Army with their families the greater part of the time. || we do not adopt this section. In the first place, 
t. ess he die in battle, or of wounds received, or || Very seldom. The great bulk of the officers of there is an inequality between the Navy and 
aie diseases contracted, during war. On the other || the Army are now employed in those portions of || Army, which has already been sufficiently dis- 
2 hand, the widows and orphan children of the || our territory where they can have very little op- || cussed and explained. ‘Then we shall have an- 
= jeers of the Navy are pensioned, if the officer | portunity to be with their families. It seems to || other; the widows of the officers who have died 
djiein the line of his duty in service, either in || me that this section is but doing justice to the || within the last ten years, are pensioned by special 
Bi eof peace or war. I think we ought either to || Army. act; but those who may die hereafter will not be 
Se ] the act of the 11th of August, 1848, or || Mr. TOOMBS. The history given by the Sen- || pensioned. We have an inequality then in the 
* a, ice the widows and minor children of officers || ator from Maryland of this legislation, seems to Army itself—a difference betwee n the widows 
i »f the Army on the same footing with those of |; me to be very clear, and at the same time very || of those who are to die hereafter, and those who 
" the Navy. ‘We are constantly doing it by private curious. Gentlemen say you must put the Army |, have died heretofore. Consistency is something 
Onn ills. There have been passed, during this ses- || ON an equal footing with the Navy. I say the |, in legislation—equality is everything; and | sub- ne’ 
Ar sion, against my vote and without my consent, |} provision in regard to the Navy is wrong. Shall || mit we are bound by considerations equally of hes 
vids committee, several bills pensioning widows of || We pension everybody on the face of the earth? |) consistency, and justice, and equality, to pass Bei 
7. oficers of the Army who died during peace. For || These gentlemen in the Army run none of the || this provisiog, so as to put the Army, for the i 
| nstance, | remember that the widow of General || hazards of war. Theirs is an agreeable pursuit. || future, in the same condition with the Army of RE} 
* Clinch has been pensioned; and the widow of | Many of them are loafing about the cities and | the past. When we have put the Army on an He 
r General Hamer was pensioned the other day. || towns, simply because they are in the military | equal footing with the Navy, then, at the next Bf 
i There are a great many such cases. I am op- | Service. These pensions were = to the Navy || session of Congress, if it shall be thought best to 
posed to this private legislation for individuals, || out of their own prize-money. ou taxed them, || change the policy of the whole system, it will be th 
eat | wish either to pass some general act which will || and you squandered the fund. But this system || a subject for the Committee on Pensions to take 
+ ualize this system, and remove this constant || i8 enormous and outrageous; and I am sorry to |! up. 
-_ mplaining of gross injustice and inequality, or || see gentlemen with whom I like to act, going off Mr. CLAY. Imovethisamendment: to strike 
tocorrect it by repealing the act of August, 1848, || on the idea of equality. It is obviously wrong, || out the words ** non-commissioned officers, mu 
a | | feel no personal interest in the matter whatever. || and against principle, that we should thus pay || sicians, and soldiers,’’ and the words * inelud- 
1 | have no friend that I know of to be provided for the money of the people. — The next thing will || ing volunteers and militia mustered into the ser- 
Too by it; but I wish to do justice to all. be that you must extend it back. It is giving || vice of the United States;’’ so that the section 
Sate ‘Mr. MALLORY. It is rather ungracious to || countless millions without the slightest justice, or || will read: 
y . speak against a proposition to giye pensions to | reason, or right; and it will beggar any Govern- the qaietenn of ie aon section of the act grant 
C ; P > > . ,@e g pens s tt , jag ans Ts ry ro] 
al Ee individual officers or soldiers of the Army and | ™¢ onder the face of the earth. — . : ae cone ‘aii: sepreved Amun tt, 100k ieaieatind 
a Navy; but there is a very great difference between || Mr. PUGH. ; I think my friend from Georgia |) to we widows and orphans of the officers of the Army of 
te the claims of the widow of an officer of the Army || '8 mistaken. The proposition is to apply hence- || the United States. 
s and the widow of an officer of the Navy, and that || forth; it does not have any retrospective effect. | Mr. SEWARD. L accept that. 
YS difference has been recognized in legislating on | Now, as to prize-money, there is no prize-money || Mr. TOOMBS. I hope that amendment will 
: this subject. The more perfectly a naval officer || awarded to the Army. Muchas they may rescue || not be adopted. I should like to know the reason 
i does his duty, the more he is withdgawn from || of neutral property, they get no benefit. I know || why, if a volunteer citizen soldier, on whom the 
ey his family, and withdrawn from all those profes- || it happened in many cases in Mexico, that mil- || defense of this country rests, dies in the service 
‘ sions and business by which he can accumulate || lions of neutral property were rescued from des- || of the country, under the same circumstances 
all anything for them, in the event of his death or truction by the Army of the United States. Such || with a regular soldier in the Army, his widow 
nber absence. An officer of the Army may never be || @ thing in the naval service would have entitled a || and children ought not to have the same bounty ? 
a separated from his family. On the contrary, he | naval officer to prize-money; but there is none in || | want to know whether there is any greater 
dows ' may pass his entire life, from the time he leaves || the Arm ._—_. . ‘ ; merit in the man in the regular A rmy, spending 
eee | the Military Academy till he dies a brigadier Mr.CLAYTON. Has the Senator from Ohio his life in peace, and paid by the favor of the 
Se © general, and never be beyond the reach of his || made any estimates of how many millions this Government, on the ground of preparing for war? 
sa » own household. There is the distinction between | provision will take from the Treasury ? Phere is nothing extra hazardous in his pursuit. 
sived > them. I have no doubt that a consideration of Mr. PUGH. I donot know. I have only to ||} When war comes, you bring thousands of the 
oon the privation and suffering that naval officers || S8Y this: if the naval pensions be too high, let || freemen of this country from the plows and the 
who endure by being away from their families, having || them be reduced; but why keep up this inequality? || work-shops to fight your battles. When they 
0 no means to accumulate anything on board ship, || Have we not heard this session that a large ma- || lose their lives, | should like to know the reason 
om has introduced this distinction between the pen- || jority of the sixty-eight naval captains never go || why their widows are not to be on an equal foot- 
ae sions of the widows of officers of the Army and || © sea? The Senator from Georgia himself has ing with those of the soldiers in the regular Army? 
a he Navy. 1 told us that, out of sixty-eight captains in the We keep the regular Army as a mere nucleus. 
aiee. Mr. WELLER. Ido not agree in the distinc- || Navy, only eight of them were put to sea annu- || When the war with Mexico broke out, we had 
died tion which the Senator from Florida draws be- || ally. Yet we are told that Army officers are at || not six thousand soldiers. Of course, we have 
tween the Army and the Navy; nor do I concede || home! I venture to say, a larger proportion of || always plenty of officers, for they are favorite 
rise that an officer of the Army is always allowed to Army officers are in actual service than of naval || positions; there is a struggle for them. There is 
r the remain with his family. When he is sent out | officers. : _ | nota man here who does not know that if is a 
nde onthe frontiersamong the savage tribes of Indians, Mr. CLAY. My attention was called to this || great ne pe to get into the Army now. Four 
fand [ apprehend it would be utterly impossible for || matter suddenly. On rising before, | had not read || thousand applications would be filed with the 
sie, him to take his family with him. He is ver the section. 1 thought it simply embraced the | President for the ten cadet appointments, if they 
ia often thrown upon the frontier in conflict with || provisions of a bill which I introduced some time | could be got. Therefore, there is no public ne- 
Hine the Indians, tte is exposed to more danger, in || Since from the Committee on Pensions. That bill || cessity for it; but it is only a lavish expenditure 
iis my judgment, than the man who is attached to || merely provided for the widows and orphan chil- || of money, without being necessary for the public 
at it the Navy, and I do not know why this discrim- || dren of the officers of the reguiar Army. I never || service. 
» the ination should be made. The Secretary of War || contemplated pensioning the widows and orphan Gentlemen say they wish to make the system 
‘ead has repeatedly called the attention of Congress to || children of all the volunteers in the militia; and || equal in the Navy and Army. They do not say 
vane the subject. In the last annual report he says: of all the musicians, soldiers, and non-commis- whether it is necessary for the public service, or 
“] would again call attention to the propriety of addi- || Sioned officers of the regular Army. lagree with || right. The question ought to be determined 
sion wa legislation, which shall place the widows and orphans | the Senator from Delaware, and with the Senator || whether this is sound policy in either service. if 
y { the officers and soldiers of the Army on an equality with || from Georgia, that this is a most extravagant || it is unsound in the Navy, repeal it; and that is 
AVOr those of officers and sailors of the Navy.” | ex di a ‘ > I beli oe i ecti vont rote fi 18 
hat. ; So | expenditure of the public money. [ believe it || my objection. I would not vote for it in the 
it _In my judgment, there should be no distinc- | will take $10,000,000; and I am not willing to go | Navy; | would vote to ren it. But instead of 
lity a tion between those engaged in the service of the | for this section as it is now presented. : assuming that to be fixed because it has been 
ven- country. Those attached to the Army are, in | Mr. SEWARD. I move to amend the section || done, why not legislate for the country, and not 
ren my opinion, much more exposed to danger than | by striking out that part of it which relatesto the || for the benefit of this particular class, Khe most 








those attached to the Navy. This grows out of || 


vohinteers and militia. 


Then 1 have a word of || dangerous in our country? 


You never get any- 
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Rhing back from them. The Navy and the Army | Mr. HUNTER. The bill is according to the Mr. HUNTER. That is for the commen, 


are the only positions in this country which are || estimates. The Committee on Finance have no || ment. 








permanent. They are for life. Within twelve || amendments to offer. Mr. YULEE. No, sir; it is fora site and: 

years you may defeat a project for the any Mr. YULEE. The Committee on the Post |) erection or preparation ofa building. ltiethenst 
one House may be adverse; the Senate may be || Office and Post Roads have directed me to report || not unlikely that a suitable site can be purcher 
adverse; and another and another adverse; but the following amendment: {upon which there is already a building, whi 


being a permanent body, if it is rejected for ten That the sum of $500,000 be, and the same is hereby, ap- with wae moderate alterations, will 
years, i will be passed after a while for particular propriated for purchasing a site and the erection or prepara- purpose. +t must be recollected that 
cases. This is like that midnight meeting to | tion of the necessary building for a post office in the city of || independently of the very large local SErvice 
which my friend [Mr. Pearce] alluded just now, |; New York. volved in the post office arrangements ther» 
as having surrounded the House of Representa- | the great distributing point for all the New ES 
tives. I suppose it was captured by them, and | land States, for all the foreign mail seryicp and 
thus abad principle wasestablished. Gentlemen for all the Pacific mail service. The Goren 
now come sia and say, make everybody equal | ment, therefore, requires very large accommody, 
with them. In the first place, I am against this tion there, which is not found in the buildino ” 
system in the Navy, and [ am aga‘nst extending present occupied. It will become indispensatj, 
it tothe Army, because itis wrong. If it isa | | that the Government should own a buildine 
sound principle in the Navy, I admit it might be | which can be made suitable to its purposes, ~ 
a sound principle in the Army, but there are Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend from Florida 
reasons against it. Surely, if you apply itto the || reeard to this, we do not know whether there has || 8¢¢™s to misunderstand me. I do not Object to 
regular Army, and you call outa man that has || peen any contract or any plan. the purchase of a site for a post office in the 
not been educated at the Government expense, || Mr. YULEE. There has been no contract, || “LY of New York. dy to having two laws 
that has not got any of the rewards and high |! byt I take it the Post Office appropriation bill is || 0" the statute-book for the same purpose. W, 
honors of the Government, to defend his country || the proper place for it. I ask for the reading of || have a proper law on the statute-book now, and 
or resist aggression, and he loses hislife, I would || the jetter of the Postmaster General. | have had since 1854, and if they do not Choose 
appeal to every Senator here, on what principle The letter was read, as follows: 


| to execute it, it is not our fault. 
will you exclude him from all the benefits which | i. : Mr. YULEE. Ihave no other answer to make 
you grant to the regular Army? It cannot be | Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, ugust 14, 1856. 


ea camara hee to the Senator than this, that under the existiy 
’ ee fe ae eee Sir: In answer to your note of this day’s date, T have || Jaw jt is impractic : 
done on principle, and ought not to receive a vote. |! ine honor to state that 1 consider it highly danportant thet practicable to accomplish the Purpose. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour for || authority should be granted for the purchase of a site and Mr. BRODHEAD. Why? 
the consideration of the special order has arrived, || erection of a post office in the city of New York. Mr. YULEE. For the reason that no owner 
and it must be taken up unless otherwise directed The lease of the eee eet used for — purpose || of property in the city of New York, where the 
by the Senate. expires on the Ist of May, 35. The rent is $10,000 ; and | value of property is continually advancing wil] 

Ayr : . there is no doubt but that the rent of a suitable building for | | ind hi sf \ ehtth oy Wit 

Mr. HUNTER. : I hope it will be taken up. _|| a post office would greatly exceed this sum, were the De- ind himself to a proposal which may be or ma 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special || partment now obliged to procure one. Although the present || not be accepted at some indefinite time by the 
order is the bill (H. R. No. 315) making appro- || building is made to answer the purpose, the accommoda- || Government. 

es a rate: “ee r p=) | s are such as the interests of bli quire ; é / - 8 
priations for the service of the Post Office De- one ee — o a as aan Mr. FISH. The Senator from Florida is pep. 

: : ; [ cannot but hope thatthe necessary authority may be given J . 2 . P 
partment during the fiscal year ending June 30, || this session to purchase a site and for building an office inall || fectly right in stating, that it has been found im. 
1857. This bill will be laid aside for the purpose practicable to execute the act of 1854, authorizin 
| the purchase of a site for a post office in New 


respects answering the public wants. 
of taking it up. | lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SURETIES OF ROBERT KING. | York, owing to the requirement of a conditional 
| contract. That act has been on the statute-book 


JAMES CAMPBELL. 
Hon. D. L. Yuter, Chairmanof the Committeewn the Post 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to make an appeal to | for two years. I united with the Senator from 

the Senator from Virginia, and to ask the consent | Pennsylvania, at the time it was passed, in ap 

’ =? r 


| Office and Post Roads, United States Senate. 
oie ccna ss tell te eu tenet a Mr. BRODHEAD. There isalready alaw on || 
See eae Se pees oan Crees Tee acess © | proving the requirement of the submission to 
, Congress of the plans and proposals; and I mux 


eee ee . .-. || the statute-book providing for a post office in the 

Representatives which will take no time and give || cities of New York and Boston. We passed a 
| take my full share of blame in having defeated 
| the object which Congress had in view. That 


rise to no debate It is a case where a security || jaw in 1854 authorizing the President of the United 
very provision which was put in for the protection 


is liable to suffer. ls i ildi 
alee . : States t tract fi suitable sit build 
Mr. HUNTER. As the Senator says it will || ates to contract for a suitable site and building 
| of the Treasury has resulted in probably seventy. 
| five per cent. additional payment beyond what 


a". : ‘ for a post office in the city of New York. The 
give rise to no debate, if nobody else objects I || Secretary of the Interior and the Postmaster Gen- 
shall not; but 1 am anxious to get up the Post || eral are authorized now, under the instructions 
Office appropriations, for reasons which I can give | of the President, in acéordance with the act, to || the same ground could have been obtained for at 
the Senate if necessary. | | that time. The increase in the value of real 
| estate in the city of New York is not only 
| constant and*so rapid, but the opportunity of 


|| proceed to make a cenditional contract. Is not 
selling is so frequent, that owners will not make 


The Senate, as in Committee of the W hole, || that the proper mode to proceed? Why not have 
proceeded to consider the bill (H.R. No. 135) 
| a conditional contract dependent on the action of 
| Congress. The very sites which have been under 


; oo. en \' : | a copy of the contract before us when we under- 

for the relief of the representatives and sureties || yak0 to appropriate $500,000 for the purchase of 

of Robert King, deceased. a '|a building? That was done in relation to sim- 

It proposes to direct the attorney of the United || jjay structures in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 

States for the district of East Tennessee, to dis- || elsewhere, and it ought to be so in this case. I |) the consideration of the Department for the last 

Tete the suit instituted by him in favor of the || jold, as I held in 1854, that Congress should || two years, which were offered at first for $300,000, 

t — States on the official bond of the Jate || know where the money is to go, and where the || have since been sold for upwards of half a mil- 

Robert King, former pension agent at Knoxville, || gite is to be. The local representatives from the || lion of dollars. That is one of the consequences 

Pennessee; and the claim of the United States || city of New York should decide when it comes |j of the delay. That progress is still going on. 

founded upon the bond is to be released and dis- up on the question of appropriation. All the con- The jaw has directed that a site shall be pur- 

charged; but the accounting officer of the Treas- f _chased. We wish now to carry that into effect 
before there is any greater increase in the value 
of property. The necessity of it is admitted not 
only by the legislation of Congress, but by the 


: bs = apm ts of Robert Kine || @2°'8 which we have ratified were conditional 

ury 18 rst .o adjust the accounts of Robert King || contracts, depending on an appropriation being 
repeated and continued recommendation of the 
Department. I should have possibly preferred 


as pension agent, allowing to the defendants for || made by Congress. I think that is the most 
him two per cent. on the moneys paid out by him appropriate course. 
for all the time he acted as agent, and for which Mr. YULEE. I concede that there is authority 
Be ip Aesiihoana, St clays tics waar aero to make a conditional contract; but it has been » | yuld 
Bul so tho Slated Seman y» ay found impossible to.make a conditional contract, || that a territorial district had been designated 
The bill was reporeed to the Senate without | for the reason that no owner of property is will- |} within which the site should be selected, but I 
amendment nedeaka sole thled ‘Seddlinn. rend the 1 Oe bind himself by a proposal to the Govern- || have entire confidence in the judgment and discre- 
thie’ dite. anal ‘d 5) ment which may or may not be accepted at some || tion of the Department and the Executive in that 
a future or indefinite time. Inasmuch, then, as it is || particular. My colleagues in the House have 
JOHN POE. necessary that the Government should make pro- || agreed with me in this. We are perfectly con- 
On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, | vision for the better accommodation of the post || tent with this provision as it is, save as to amount. 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- || flice service in New York, and inasmuch as it || I do not undertake to say that the $500,000 will 
ceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 330) for || iS not advisable to make expensive alterations in || complete it. There may be some alterations 11 
the relief of John Poe, of Louisville, Kentucky. || ® leased building, it is thought best to do now at |! the building possibly, which will require a bal- 
It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay || once what will be necessary to be done at a future || ance beyond; but I can state that of three sites 
him $752 50 in full compensation for his services in || time, especially when it is considered, that from || which have been proposed, that which seems to 
yarchasing horses and mules for the Army of the | the constant increase of the value of property in || meet the view of the Department the best can be 
nited States in 1846. | New York, it is likely that with every years’ || soldat private contract to individuals for $520,000 
The bill was reported to the Senate without || delay the sum required to procure the accommo- | 1 am told that it is offered to the Government for 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the dation which the public service indispensably $500,000. Possibly the difference may be made 
third time, and passed. needs at that large distributing point, will grow || up by those who wish to have the post office 
there. Another site the owners hold at $600,000. 
| There is a third, for which, as I have been s- 
| sured by a statement of the sizes of the lots, and 


larger. 
ee ee ee Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to ask my friend 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, ta 
| the prices for them, shown to me, the owners can 
| get five hundred and thirty or five hundred and 


| what is to be the cost of the site and building? 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 315) 
orty thousand dollars; but they are willing ‘ 


| Mr. YULEE. Five hundred thousand dollars 
pell it to the Gevernment for $590,000. They 


ANS Wer th, 


New York, 


In. 


This is an appropriation of $500,000 to enable 
| the President to purchase a site, and either erect 
a building or prepare one, if there be a building 
on the site, for a post office in New York. It is 
recommendedy the Department. 

Mr. HUNTER. The appropriate place for 
that would have been the miscellaneous appro- 
priation bill, which has been passed. That con- 
tained appropriations for public buildings. In 











eae SpPrpetree for the service of the Post | is proposed to be appropriated for the purchase 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending 4 ofa site and for the erection or preparation of 
the 30th of June, 1867. '& Suitable building. 
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a ‘dot bind themselves, however, to wait for 
o appropriation which may or may not be | 





mau 


‘ + for the purpose of saving this constant and 

' increase of price, that we desire to have 
Fhe matter now settled. The rent of the present 
bi ding will soon be increased. | we 


! 
continual 


a 
nformed | 


ays since, by the Postmaster General, that | 
was satisfied that at the expiration of the lease 
» sould not be renewed to him for double the pres- 

vat rent, Which will be more than the interest of 
the money now proposed to be appropriated. I 
we st there will be no objection to this proposi- | 


a few d 


Mr. PRATT. When does the lease expire? 
Mr. FISH. In 1865. The rent, I understand | 
fom the Postmaster General, will be subject to 
inert ase in four years from now, though the | 
Government has the right of occupancy until 
S00. 
Mr. ADAMS. I differed with my colleagues | 
on the committee in reference to this appropria- | 
son. As has been stated by the Senator from 
New York, the Government has an arrangement 
fora ouilding for the purpose of a post office in | 
New York until 1865; but in anticipation of an | 
increase in the value of property, as it is thought | 
ere will be a necessity at that period for such 
| 
| 
| 





an expenditure, itis proposed to be made now, 


ecause it will cost more money then than now. 
am opposed to the whole appropriation. I have 


ever been able to discover the propriety of dis- 
nguishing in favor of large and rich cities, and | 


j 
| 


roviding post offices for them, when you require | 
e small towns and small cities to provide their | 
own, or have none at all. er in the city | 
of New York a post office. hey differ as to | 


] 
I 
t 
I 


S where the new post office shall be located. They 


sir, or in all the small towns; but inasmuch as it 


E rangement here is made until 1865. 


§ hy 


wi 


oan 


iv 


sie 


a 


|) duces seems to me to be quite inapplicable. The | 
> evil of the day is not only sufficient for it, but itis 


' worth ten dollars for one now, | think the Govern- 


never think of providing a post office for their | 
own accommodation, as they do in your town, 
isimportant to the Government, they expect the | 
Government to provide for it. 

Mr. FISH. Does not the Government pay the 
rent of the post offices in small towns? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, the Government pays 
rent; but the Senator himself says that the ar- 


unto the day is the evil thereof.’’ Property “ 
not be worth one dollar in 1865, that is worth 
ten dollars now. At all events, if it should be 


ment will be able to pay it then if it needs it. It 
is anticipating, | think, under the circumstances 
surrounding the country at this time, unneces- 
sarily the expenditure of this amount. I am | 
opposed to the whole appropriation. 

Mr. SEWARD. The letter which has been 
already read from the Department shows that a | 
new post office is necessary now. The proverb 
whieh the honorable Senator from Mississippi ad- | 


too much. Here is the largest city of the Union, | 
the city paying the largest amount of revenue | 
into the post office, a city of eight hundred thou- | 
sand people, with a post office crowded into an | 
old church one hundred years old, temporarily | 
fitted up at $11,000 a year rent. The site itself | 
18 objectionable. The city has moved up beyond | 
it. There is every consideration that the Govern- 
ment should have edifices which are fire-proof, | 
Which are complete, which are adapted to their | 
uses. Every 
post office in the city of New York shall be estab- | 
lished in such an edifice as that. I think th 
measure commends itself to the consideration o 
the Senate. This is the proper bill for the incor- | 
poration of it. The bill we had before us yester- | 
day was a miscellaneous bill, for the expenses of | 
the Government; this is a post office bill. 

Mr. FISH. One word in addition to what my 
colleague has stated in regard to the present build- 
ing. The amount of business done in that post 
omce may be inferred, when I state, from the 
official record, that the net revenue paid into the 

reasury, after defraying all the expenses of the | 
post office in the city of New York is $492,972; | 
and that business is done in a building covered 


| 


‘* Sufficient || 


consideration requires that this || 
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is being done in a building thus exposed. The 
accommodations in it are wholly inadequate for 
the business. The Government, besides paying 
the rent on the ground and building, has been at 
the expense of extending the building to the full 
capacity of its present extension, and yet finds 
itself so cramped, that the Postmaster tells me 
he cannot do the business with it much longer. 
If the present occupancy is to be continued, it 
must be converted into a fee, in order that some 
vacant ground in the inclosure may be occupied 
by new buildings, and the present building must 
be taken down. 
Mr. BIGLER. [ shall vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Florida. If an expend- 
iture of this character is necessary at any point 
of the United States, it is necessary in the city 
of New York. During the last few years I have 
had occasion to visit that office, for the purpose 
of getting letters on business. It occurred to me 
frequently that the arrangements for the accom- 
modation of that city were exceedingly unsatis- 
factory, inaccessible, cramped, and unpleasant. 
I am struck, too, with the force and truth of the 
remark of the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Fisu,] with reference to the enhanced value of 
property in that part of the city. Ifa post office 
in our large cities is necessary anywhere, it is 
necessary in New York; and perhaps in no city 
of the United States does property increase so 
rapidly, I have made up my mind on the main 
| point—the general necessity—and I| think it is 
good policy to act promptly. The longer the 
surchase is delayed, the higher will be the price. 
shall therefore vote for the amendment. 

| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. Iam directed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads to move this 
amendment: 


i 
| 
| 
i 


1 ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 


be, and he is hereby, directed to extend the contract for mail 
service on route 7809, between New Orleans and Cairo,with 
| the pfesent owners of the contract, fora period of two years 


|; beyond the term limited in the existing contract, at the same 
| rate of compensation now paid: Provided, The said con- | 


| tracting parties shall, within a reasonable time from this 
| date, to be determined by the Postmaster General, become 

the owners. or the possessors by charters which surrender 
| the exclusive control and use thereof, of a sufficient number 
| of suitable steamers for the regular and secure performance 
| of the service. 


I will offer to the Senate a brief explanation of 
this amendment. Under an act passed during 
the last Congress, a daily mail was directed to be 

_ established between Cairo and New Orleans. The 
, contract was given to the present holders at a 
price some three hundred thousand dollars less 
than any other bid. To insure the good perform- 


|| ance of the service, it is indispensably necessary 


that they shall become the owners, or possessors 
by charter, of a large number of steamboats of 
the first class, involving a very large expenditure 
of capital. To justify the present holders in 
making that investment, it is proposed to extend 
their term of service two years beyond the present 
limitation, which will expire in about two years, 
on conditions which will insure, at the same rate 


Mr. HUNTER. I do not understand this 
amendment very well; but as well as I can under- 
stand, it seems to be a sort of congressional con- 
tract with particular individuals. Why should 
we select these inviduals in preference to any 
others? It must be a good contract, or there 
would be no effort to extend it; and if itis a good 


|| one, may we not get a better one if we leave the 


matter open to competition? 
Mr. ADAMS. I will explain it. We have 
had great difficulty in securing any service on the 
Mississippi river. At the time the contract: was 
let to the lowest bidder, the present contractors 
bid about one half less than the next bidder im- 
| mediately above them. They bid $300,000; 
| $600,000 was the next bid. They are now per- 
| forming this service as well as any other contract 
| of the kind in the United States. Owing to the 

high bids at first made, the Postmaster General 

refused to accept any of them. We then passed 
| a law requiring him unconditionally to accept the 





with a wooden roof, surrounded by buildings 


| lowest bidder. Finally these men bid what he 


which are tiable at any time to tale fire and com- || thought a reasonable sum, and he gave them the 


munieate it to the post office. In fact, on one oc- 
oles I was informed that the roof of the post 
onice was on fire. This large amount of business 


| contract for the unexpired portion of the term, 
| which has not quite two years to run. For such 
a short term they cannot afford to purchase a 





of compensation, a stable and permanent and use- | 
|| ful service. 
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great number of boats at heavy expenses, with- 


out an extension of their time. This amendment 
only authorizes the extension of the present con- 
tract, which is entirely satisfactory, | believe, to 
the Department and to everybody interested, for 
two years longer, without which we shall be ina 
the same difficulty for a mail on that river that 
we have been heretofore. It is just abeut half 
the lowest bid ever before made for the service. 
The object is, that they may be enabled, by having 
something like a permanent contract for two 
years longer, to purchase the necessary boats to 
carry the mail themselves, instead of having to 
pay the eXtravagant prices which they now pay 
for chartered boats. That is the whole object. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The manner in which this 
contract has been performed, or rather never has 
been performed between Cairo and New Orleans, 


| is a subject of a great deal of complaint through- 


out the whole course of the Mississippi river. 
As I understand this proposition, it is to allow 
certain contractors to enlarge their contract two 
years, in order toenable them to do, in that period, 
what they have not yet commenced to do at all. 
When these men made the contract they had no 
boats, and I do not think they have ever pur- 
chased one since.- They have been receiving 
prices more than three or four times greater than 
the Government was before paying for the trans- 
portation of these mails by transient boats. They 
have given no additional regularity and efficiency 
tothe service. They do notowna boat, They 
make their bargains as best they may with trans- 
ient boats that pass by, and thus the same boats 
receive from the Government three or four times 
the amount paid befure. No arrangement at all 
has been made for the performance of this con- 
tract; but we are asked very flippantly to extend 
it two years longer, in order to enable them now 
to commence to buy boats which they should 
have had at the time they made the contract. I 
regret that my colleague is not here. He is well 
informed on this subject. He has had corre- 
spondence in regard to it. ‘There are many rea- 
sons why I shall not go into the question. If my 
colleague were here now, I think he could explain 
the matter to the satisfaction of the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am able to 
answer the Senator’s questions. I have been in 
conference with his colleague, [Mr. Bensamin.] 
I do not go with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Suet] on this subject. Knowing that his col- 
league took a deep interest in it, I have been in 
conference with him, and I hold in my hand his 
own proposition. My friend from Louisiana is 

| mistaken in some of his suppositions about this 
| service. The facts are these: In 1852 Congress 
passed an act directing the Postmaster General 


'| to establish this service. A contract was made 


at the expiration of Mr. Fillmore’s term, by Mr. 


||, Hubbard, his Postmaster General, with Glover 


|| & Mather. 


When they came to take the mails, 
the present Postmaster General, who came into 
| office in the mean time, refused to deliver the mails 
to them, because there was freight on the boats. 
That ended that part of the law of Congress. 
The year after that, the Senator from Missis- 
| sippi [Mr. Brown] called the attention of the 
Senate to it, and we passed another act directing 
the Postmaster General to put on the service. In 
six or eight months we were here again, and no 
service had been put on inthe mean time. Then 
the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamrn} and 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] and 
myself charged the Postmaster General with a 
failure of duty. He then said he had made a 
contract with the Central railroad of Illinois. 
We were hoping to get the mails; but the Central 
Illinois railroad said they never made a contract, 
and there is an issue between the Postmaster 
General and the Illinois Railroad Company now. 
He was induced, after the expiration of more 
| than two years from the time of the first offer, 
| to issue proposals again foracontract. ‘The pro- 
posals were accepted. There were three bids, 
one for $329,000, one for $600,000, and one for 
$900,000. The Postmaster General accepted the 
$329,000 bid which we are now considering. In 
the contract, the parties were not required to own 
or control a boat. They went on to perform the 
service, beginning on the Ist of January last. 
You will remember very well” that, during the 


1 first quarter, more than half the time the river 


was obstructed with ice, and they could not 
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perform the service. For what they 
seven thousand dollars forthe whole three months. 
They were only paid for the time they delivered 
the mails, and no more. For the last quarter, | 
am authorized by the Postmaster General to say, 
that there is no better service in the United States. 
They have performed it literally and promptly, 
not losing a single day during the three months. 

Now, what is the case presented here? These 
gentlemen have come in upon a broken term. 
The contracts are let for four years, They came 
in upon a broken term, and their contract 1as but 
twenty-one months now torun, They desire to 
establish a regular line of packets owned and 
controlled by them, and they simply ask Con- 
gress to allow them two years more, which is 
less than the ordinary term of letting contracts; 
they binding themselves toown and control every 
boat—fourteen in number—that will be required. 
They bind themselves, in this proposition, toown 
and control the boats, and do everything that my 
friend from Louisiana wants done. He, and I, 
and all of us here, have complained that it Was not 
done, 


pel them to do it. Here we propose to authorize 


the Postmaster General to extend the contract | 
two years for the same pay, being about half the | 


lowest bid ever before offered, provided they bind 
themselves, with satisfactory security to the Post- 
master General, to own and control the boats 
necessary to be run. Thatis the whole proposi- 
tion: and it is the best thing for us. Now, here 


is the proposition of the colleague of the Senator | 


from Lousiana, writtenin his own handwriting: 


Provided, That the contracting parties shall establish for 
said service a line of first class passenger steamboats 
ndapted to the commerce between New Orleans and Cairo, 
wholly owned by them, or possessed by them under charter 
parties transferring the entire control of the boats to them : 
Provided, That for each day 
under said contract, a penalty shall be fixed by the Post 
master General for twice the amount. 


We have conformed entirely to the proposition 


of the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Bensamin.] 

Mr. SLIDELL. The explanation of the Sen- 
ator from ‘Tennessee is satisfactory. Knowing 
that my coileague had taken charge of the matter, 
1 did not give mysclf trouble about it, but I 


should like to ascertain whether, up to the pres- | 


ent period, these contractors have not trusted 
entirely to transient boats on the river? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. They had the right 
under the contract to do so, but they have not. 
They are now the owners or controllers of six or 
seven boats running from Cairo. They have 


established that much of the line upon the mere | 


prospect of $329,000 a year for twenty-one 
months. I know it is their purpose to buy, and 
own, and control, all the boats necessary, and I 
think this is the only hope of our getting the 
service. 

Mr. YULEE. I believe that the arrangement 
is a good one for the public service, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think so. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am somewhat conversant 
with the history of this matter, and, to make it 
fully understood, must go a little further back 
than the gentlemen who have speken. At the 
close of the late Administration, Mr. Fillmore, as 


has been stated by the Senator from Tennessee, | 


the then Postmaster General, Mr. Hubbard, 


issued an advertisement, inviting proposals for | 


carrying the mail from Louisville to New Orleans, 
and from St. Louis to Louisville—all embraced in 
the same advertisement, and requiring daily ser- 
vice in low-pressure boats. Under the biddings 
he awarded the contract to the firm of Glover & 
Mather. When the present Postmaster General 
came into office, several Senators, about eight in 
number, I think, from the region of country di- 
rectly interested in having this service well per- 
formed, Sent « letter to the present Postmaster 
General, requesting him not to carry the contract 
which had been made with Mr. Hubbard for ser- 
vice in low-pressure boats into effect, for the rea- 
son that low-pressure boats had been thoroughly 
tried on the western waters, and the experiment 
had entirely failed. We further sine’ in our 
letter, that more service had been coatracted for 
than was absolutely necessary; and our fears were 
that the acceptance of the proposals of Glover & 
Mather, to carry the mails daily in low pressure 
boats, embraced so much service that the attempt 


performed, | defeat the object of the law altogether. W1 
they never received but twenty-six or twenty- | 


The Postmaster General could not com- | 


they fail to deliver the mail | 


influence the representation of Senators living on 
this line may have had upon the mind of the 
Postmaster General I know not; but he decided 
to greatly curtail the service, and lessen the price 
paid, and entered into a contract with the parties 
{ have named to perform it for the sum of 
$297,000 per annum. They went forward and 
made preparations to execute their contract by 
purchasing boats, building boats, and loaning 
money to the owners of other first-class boats, 
taking a mortgage on the boats for its repayment, 
with a contract that the boats thus mortgaged 


rat | 


should form a part of the line to perform the ser- | 


| vice under the contract alluded to. 


After having made all necessary arrangements 
for the performance of their contract, and being | 
ready to commence operations on the Ist day of | 
December, 1853, the day provided in their agree- | 


ment, having no intimation whatever from the 
present Postmaster Gencral that he intended to 
withhold the mails from them, and demanding it 
at the post offices in New Orleans and Louisville, 
the postmasters at each of those points answered 
that the mails could not be delivered, because the 
boats on which they proposed to carry it were 
taking freight, or had freight on board. The 
contractors continued to demand the mail for 


some ten or fifteen days at the post offices in | 


Louisville and New Orleans, until finally the 
Postmaster General, through his agent, waived 
a further demand on the part of the contractors, 


and told them that they could not, and should 


not, have the mail, for the reasons before stated. 
In this way the Postmaster General broke up 
the contract awarded to these parties, and com- 
pelled them to appeal to Congress for relief. 
Their memorial is now on your files. 
the passage of an act that I will read: 

* Thatthe First Comptroller of the Treasury be instructed 


It led to | 


to examine tne claim of William R. Glover and Thomas W. | 


Mather, and their associates, and ascertain and allow such 


damages as they are entitled to in justice and equity, in con- | 
sequence of the refusal of the Postinaster General to garry | 
into effect the contract entered into between William R. | 
Gloverand Thomas W. Mather and the Postmaster General, | 


| in 1853, for the transportation of the mail on the Mississippi | 


and Ohio rivers, and that such damages be paid to the said | 
William R. Glover and Thomas W. Mather, and their asso- | 
ciates, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 
appropriated : Provided, The sum allowed shall not exceed | 


the sum of $200,000. 


This section, without the proviso limiting the | 


amount, was passed by the Senate on the recom- | 
mendation of the Post Office Committee, after a | 
very full investigation of the whole case. The | 
proviso limiting the amount to $200,000 was in- | 


serted by the House of Representatives. 


Under | 


this act Mr. Whittlesey , Comptroller of the Treas- | 
ury, entered upon a full examination of the case. | 


The Postmaster General threw every possible 


embarrassment in the way of the contractors. He | 
called them to different points, from Pittsburg to | 
New Orleans, under the pretense of wanting to | 


take testimony. Having vexed and harassed 


them in such a manner as to excite remark, even | 
from his immediate employés, who were engaged | 
in aiding the Postmaster General in this work of | 
persecution, he defeated all action by the Comp- | 
troller of the Treasury for months, by delaying | 
the argument that he alleged was necessary to | 


be made in the case. 


Finally, within the last six | 


weeks, a decision has been had, which gives to | 


the contractors the limit contained in the proviso 
of the House. If 1 thought it necessary to a 


more full understanding of this matter now, I | 
| would read the able and very sound opinion of | 
Mr. Whittlesey, but I will postpone it for some | 


more appropriate occasion. A full statement of 


ithe case can be found, in the answer to a call 


made a few days since, by a resolution offered 
by the honorable Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones.] This, however, is now a matter for the 


Court of Claims, and not properly before the | 
‘Senate on this amendment. 


I have gone into this narration for the purpose 
of presenting the question, whether the contract 
named in this amendment should be. extended 
two years longer ? 
one months. 
Let the present con- 
tract expire, and then open this service for com- 
petition. We would subject ourselves to blame 


It will expire in about twenty- | 
1 am opposed to any legislation at | 
' this time on this subject. 





and censure from those who are engaged in navi- | 


gating western rivers, were we to take this matter 


to perform it in the manner proposed would | out of the regular order of mail lettings, and give 


it to the present contractors. My advice a 
be, let this matter rest where it is. ee ud 
agreement entered into with the parties % - ‘he 
seeking this extension in good faith, and pal, 
service to the lowest bidder in June, 1857 > 
the present contract expires. By that time it 
to be hoped we will have an officer at tha b 
of the Post Office Department who will, ote. 
execute the plain provsions of the plaines; , 
of Congress, and thus relieve Congress frp... 
necessity of daily importunities for s ke 
lation, in order to get the ordinary pe 
of the country performed. ; 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Formerly | 9.) 
great deal of interest in this matter, and had leat 
thing to do with getting this service origin.) 
authorized by Congress. I believe [ wag rq, 
more a party to it than any other indiyg 
member of the Senate. I want my colleague », 
if he pleases, to give me an explanation iy poo», 
to this matter. He says that for the lasi quay, 
no service has ever been performed more om. 
ently and satisfactorily. What is the necescny 
then, of requiring these contracting parties :, 
make a different arrangement? Why the noces. 
sity of this proviso: ms 

That the said contracting parties shall, within a reasop. 
able time from this date, to be determined by the P. stmas. 
ter General, become the owners or the possessors, by oh, 
ters which surrender the exclusive control and use theres 
of a sufficient number of suitable steamers for the regular 
and secure performance of the service? . 

I have heard great complaints in regard (o this 
matter. These gentlemen came in and mad, 
bid, underbidding all the substantial companies 
that made bids—Benedict and others at Lovis. 
ville, and I do not know who else. I haye yy 
varticular interest in-them, but I knew them; 
tre able and efficient men. They offered to carry 
this mail for a sum which most practical mey rs. 
garded as about the least that any company could 
undertake it with a view to execute the contre 
faithfully, so as not to lose much money. 

This company came in, and bid a far les 
amount, porhape one hundredgper cent. less, 
than any one else; and they went on to execu 
the contract merely by getting the mails carried 
by transient boats, having agents situated at the 
proper places to arrange for carrying them in that 
way, justas the Government had formerly done, 
When the river is in £00d order, with no fogs or 
ice, they can get them carried in that way ata 
low rate, and realize a large profit. 1 becaw 
acquainted with the facts of the case by hearing 
complaints from the owners of some of thie finest 
steamers of the West. They offered to carry 
the mail for a sum which was considered reason- 
able; but here a set of men came in, and madea 
bid to perform the service for two or three hu 
dred thousand dollars. Anybody, whio had any 
knowledge of the subject, knew the service could 
not be performed for that sum if the parties fur- 
nished their own boats. They are making profit 
out of the Government by employing transient 
boats, as the Government did formerly. Of this, 
the substantial steamboat men complain, I think 
with a great deal of reason, 

Now, if the service has been performed by 
these contractors for the last quarter in the very 
efficient and satisfactory manner supposed by my 
colleague, what necessity is there for — 
that they shall get charters, giving them the ex- 
clusive control of a certain number of fine boats? 
l ask my colleague if that requirement cannot be 
evaded with impunity? The Government may 
know nothing about it; and the parties may enter 
into contracts with the transient boats that pass 
along, the same as before. There is no classifica 
tion of the boats that they are bound to employ; 
and why the necessity of it at all, if they have 
carried the mail satisfactorily within the last quar 
ter? Is there any security in this provision for 
charters, that when the navigation becomes more 
difficult at the season of fogs, of very low wate, 
or of floeds or freshets in the river,ihe mail wii 
be carried with the same certainty and satisfaction 
that it has been within the last quarter? 

I do not want to interfere with any project o 
my colleague; but it seems to me that this com 
tract is but a continuation of the former system. 
This company have bid to carry the mail for 
$300,000, and they have carried it in the same 
way the Government did formerly, by employing 
transient boats for a stipulated price per ‘rp. 
They have managed, within the last quarter, © 


pecial Jeoj, 
Stal seryi, 
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1856. 


°e Would 0 laint as before; but still it 1s a conun- 
of the old abuse. I consider it an abuse. 
‘ve this mail carried satisfactorily 1s a great 
vere to the public—not only to the people on the 
river, at New Orleans, Memphis, and 
but to the whole western country. 
eet our light mails carried to Cairo from 
ati, Nashville, and other places, with con- 
recularity, even in low water; and itis 
+ object to have the mails carried certainly, 

ial a gl “ 3 ss 
oe wfectively, and promptly, from Cairo to New 
' Orleans. We have been defeated in carrying out 
Tr che first law, which required a contract to be made 
wrying the mail regularly from St. Louis to 

ae Cairo, and from Cairo to New Orleans. + _ 

Now, if my colleague will explain these points 
ose wisfactorily, I shall have no objection to the 
ty dment; but if we are to have no safer reli- 
e for recular service on this great route than 
we have now, Lam opposed to it. I do not wish 
ountenance this attempt to underbid practical 





Vise ssipp 


ment formerly did. I want my colleague to 
what interruption by ice there was between 
Cairo and New Orleans. 
bias , short time. 1 am told there was sometimes 
Postma. S ico from Cairo to Memphis last winter, but it 
d not lastlong. Ishould like some explanation 

i these points. 
regular » Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ think I can 
+e § explain the proposition to the sayefaction of my 
: ague. In, the first place, he inquires, why 
end the contract, if they have performed the 
rvice regularly and satisfactorily to the Depart- 
t under the present contract for the last quar- 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. No; but my ques- 
was, why require them to charter boats, if 
service has been done well by them under 
present system? 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then the question 
a gk ‘ jounded to me is, why extend this contract, 
7 inder the present system, they have been 
ibled* to carry the mail regularly for the last 
Si iter to the satisfaction of the Department? I 
cope surprised that my colleague asks that ques- 
. ’ nn, because he has, perhaps, more knowledge 
the navigation of those rivers than I have. 
rhe contract did not require the parties to own 
single boat; and it must be obvious to my col- 
oe E wue, and to every man who ever knew any- 
ee » thing about steamboats on western waters, that 
‘body would contract and bind himself to pur- 











- ase and own fourteen boats to carry the mail 
: “i urly from Cairo to New Orleans for $329,000 
alls i year, to last for two years. That would not 
fa more than pay the interest on the expenditure. 
ad a But these gentlemen were not required, under the 
aan contract, to do that. They were simply required || 
; o a to carry the mails, and they bid to carry the | 
‘aad mails justas Mr. Benedict did. What did Mr. 
ee = Benedict bid? Six hundred thousand dollars. 
Ve 4] "4 m Does my colleague believe that Mr. Benedict ever 
ia > 4 intended to own and put on that route fourteen | 
oS Be boats from Cairo to New Orleans, when there is 
val . t commerce enough for three boats? Neither 
aiae Mr. Benedict, nor anybody else, ever intended, 
is al under that contract, to run boats between Cairo | 
ning ind New Orleans exclusively. The only sensi- 
Sane ble bid, made with a view to carry out that object, | 
boats? was made by parties in my own town, and by 
not be in own friends; and they said they would not | 
said do it for less than $900,000. They would agree | 
ear = do it for $900,000, taking Memphis as a point, 
t pass = intending to put on four or five little boats 
sifeae (ea | Cairo to Memphis, and regalar independent 
ploy; fam on from Memphis to New Orleans. 
> have 4299 00 parties came in and took the contract at 
cae $329, 00, upon the principles of the proposals. 
on fot ww) Way do they seek an extension? If they 
aloe et made regular service for the last three | 
water, Sao hs, without having a charter for these boats, 
il will herd seek to change their contract? Mr. Presi- | 
aah “ent, you know, and anybody who ever traveled | 
on the Mississippi, knows that during the busi- | 
ect of en season there is no difficulty, any day, in || 
5 ene iy ng a boat from Cairo to New Orleans. 
stem. ° erybody knows that, during the business part | 
a of the year, the boats from Nashville, the boats 
ub for ‘rom the Tennessee river, the bdats from the Ohio 
sam rae : ’ P < 
oying sara the boats from St. Louis, all pass Cairo, 
sip “nd there is nota day during the business season 





| contractors 


und then employ transient boats, as the Gov- | 


If there was any it was | 
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syetty recularly, so that there is not the | Can you rely on any such system as that? Cer- 


tainly not; and it is to obviate that difficulty that 
we urge these gentiemen to come in and bind 
themselves to put their own on this 
route. They have chartered six or seven boats, 
and are paying §2,000 a month for each boat, so 
as to secure them during the season when there 
are but few boats onthe river. Thatisareason, 
and av obvious one, which must strike my col- 
league and everybody else. Itis evident that the 
cannot afford to owe and control 
fourteen boats, when they receive but $329,000 a 


boats of 


| year, and their contract is to last but twenty-one 


months longer. They believe that a trade will 
grow up on that navigation from Cairo to New 
Orleans, if they have time to de velop it. If they 
were to buy boats now, they would be considered 


old at the end of twenty-one months, and have | 


to be sold as old boats. " If they have three and 
a half years in which to run the boats, they will 
have used up the boats by that time, and will 
have their money returned, as they suppose, by 
freights and transportation. : 

How does this proposed extension of the con- 
tract injure anybody: My friend from Indiana, 
whom ] hoped to have on my side, says he wants 
to throw the service open for competition. His 
friends had achance to obtain this contract. Why 
did they not bid? I do not know whether they 
were in the Benedict company or not; but | take 


| it for granted that some of them were. The lowest 


bid was $600,000, except the one which was ac 
cepted; and we have now, according to the Post- 
master General’s statement, better service than 
on any line in the United States of the same 
extent? 

What harm will be done to the Government 
by this extension? Does my friend believe the 
time will come within the next four years when 


| anybody will agree to carry a daily mail from 


Cairo to New Orleans for less than $329 000 a 
year? Butl am asked, why make this exten- 
sion? Because itis a broken-term contract. The 
varties had to commence it at the expiration of 


ialf the regular contract time, and they ask you | 


simply to give them the full time, on condition 
that they bind themselves to give satisfactory 


| security to the Postmaster General that they will | 
| absolutely own and control a sufficient number of 


boats running between Cairo and New Orleans 
to perform the service as contemplated by the 
contract. That is the whole of it. We have 
better service on that route now than we have 


| ever had; and I think this is the only chance we 


have for a continuation of the service. 

Mr. BROWN. I am for this amendment. 
There is no one of these contractors a constituent 
of mine, as far as I know or believe. If | know 


; any of them by sight, except one, | am not aware 
There- | 


of it; and that one I know very slightly. 
fore | have no favors to extend to them. My 
constituents are more interested perhaps in the 


successful carrying of the mail on the Mississippi | 


river than the constituency of any other Senator 
on-the floor. I think the contract ought to be 


extended for the reasons which have been so well | 


| assigned by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. | 
‘| Jones.] I am not seeking, nor do I desire to 


find, that sort of competition of which my friend 
from Indiana speaks in reference to this matter. 
We had competition in the bidding, and, as has 
already been said, the next bid to the one accepted 
was $600,000, or nearly double the accepted bid. 
If this contract expires in twenty-one months, 
we shall have the same species of combination 
among steamboat men to extort large amounts 
of money from the Federal Government for car- 


rying this mail, that we have already had. They | 
will combine together, and demand half a million | 


dollars or yore for the purpose of carrying the 


mail; and after it has been once carried regularly, | 
the people on the river will not consent to have | 


it taken away; but whatever may be the lowest 
bid will be accepted by the Postmaster General. 
You never had, and never will get, in my opinion, 
a lower bid than the one of which you are now 
enjoying the benefit. 

The complaint that these men have no steam- 
boats is not well founded. 


them to carry the mail. 


wy and Congress for his action. 
t 


The contract did not | 
| require them to own boats; it simply required | 
If they have not carried | 
itto the satisfaction of the Department, and of | 
) that portion of the people on the Mississippi river 
when you eannot get a boatto carry your mails. || whom I represent, their complaints have not 


2175 
reached me. Last winter, when the river was 
frozen up, I know the mail was not carried, No 
contractor is required to perform an imposstbil- 
ity The performed by 


these cont 


service has been alwavs 
1 manner as the ele- 
ments would admit of. When the rivet 


that larg: 


ractors in as good 
is so low 
class boats do not run, or, as may 
sometimes happen, when it is filled with ice, tt is 
impossible that the boats can carry the mail reg 
ularly; but, as I have said, the service has 
generally well performed 1 think, for these and 
other reasons which might be added, and which 
need not be alluded to in open Senate , the con- 
tract ought to be extends a; I say again, tke 
people whom I re present have the de epest inter- 
est in this matter. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It may be as my friend 
from Mississippi has said, that it would be ex- 
pedient for the Postmaster General to extend this 
contract; but I think this is an exceedingly ob- 
jectionable kind of legislation. Whatare we about 
todo? To direct and order the Postmaster General 


to extend a contract for carrying the mail. Why 


been 


thus convert the legislative into an executive 
body to this extent? We have a Postmaster 


General. It is his duty to see whether this, that, 
or the other individual applying for a contract ts 
the man who ts entitled to it. He isto ascertain, 
according to law, who is the lowest bidder, and 
who will carry the mails most advantageously to 
the country. | would not interfere in this matter. 
Notwithstanding the western gentlemen, who are 
peculiarly interested, urge it, I see objections 
which appear to me to be insuperable. If wego 
on in this way we may substitute ourselves for 
the heads of all the Departments in matters of 
contract. Il am for taking on my shoulders no 
part of the responsibility of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, but ] wish the Postmaster General to assume 
the whole of that, and be accountable to the coun 
Here are dif- 
One gentleman says these 
men ought to have a Another says 
they ought not. The fairest proposition seems 
to me to be the one made by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Indiana: open the bids, and let all the 
men on the western rivers compete tor this con- 
tract, and let the Postmaster General decide 
who will carry the mail most advantageously to 
the country. I say, sir, that | am not capable— 
I have not the light or the knowledge to enable 
ine to decide whether men, whom my 
friend from Tennessee advocates, are the proper 
persons to carry this mail two years long r or 
not. I want the mail carried. Il am anxious that 
mail service shall be rendered for the benefit of 
that section of the country, but I cannot take 
upon myself the responsibility of the Postmaster 
General. I shall vote against the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. lask the Senator 
from Delaware, who seems to think it 1s mon- 
strous to direct the Postmaster General to doa 
thing, if he does not remember the legislation of 
the Congress of the United States, by which we 
directed the Postmaster General for years to do 
this very thing, and he would not do it?) Why 
shall we now speak in any other terms than those 
which are directory? But the honorable gentle- 
rman says he is opposed to that system of legisla- 
tion which directs the Postmaster General. I 
wonder if he was not directed to make a contract 
with Collins? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And was not my 
honorable friend an advocate of that measure ? 

Mr.CLAYTON. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If you can direct 
the Postmaster General to make a contract with 
Collins, may you not with Patterson, Brennan, 
and others? Why make a distinction? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Do you contend that this is 
a case in any particular like thatof Collins? ‘That 
was for carrying the mail between Europe and 
our own country—an extraordinary case—a case 
in which Congress was called upon to say whether 
this mail service should be rendered at all or not. 
The Postmaster General was utterly opposed to 
having any contract at all, and then 1t was proper 
for Congress to decide. 1 recollect the case to 
which I suppose the honorable Senator fers, 
where Congress did direct the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. There was an act of Congress which was 
disputed by him; but that is not this case. There 
is no disobedience to the law here manifested by 
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him; and therefore, I see no reason why we 
should step out of our ordinary course of duty 
and assume the responsibility of the executive 


department. rv 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


There can be no | 
distinction in principle whether the mail is carried | 


| 


| 


| 
| 


from New York to Liverpool or from Cairo to | 


New Orleans. That circumstance cannot change 
the principle at all. You assumed to direct the 
Postmaster General in the one case; you may 
direct him in the other. The mail from New 
York to Liverpool may be very important to m 

honorable friend and his constituents; but I tell 
him the mail from Cairo to New Orleans ts just as 
important to mine, 
General to make a contract with Collins. We 
also directed him, by two acts of Congress, to 
make a contract with anybody who would do the 
service for the lowest price between Cairo and 
New Orleans. This is simply carrying out the 
pelicy which was inaugurated by the distin- 
guished Senator from Delaware and his friends in 
directing the Postmaster General to make a con- 
tract with Mr. Collins. We have as much right 
to make a direction now as then. It is a simple 
proposition. Ido not think these outside ques- 
tions have anything to do with it. 
proportion, and I had supposed all, of us who are 


We directed the Postmaster | 


The greater | 


interested in this service concur that this is the | 
best chance we have ever had, or probably will get | 
again, for a fair, reasonable, low-priced, good | 


mail service on the Mississippi river, which has 
been denied us from the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment down to the last six or eight months. 

Mr. HUNTER. I rise merely to suggest that 
it is impossible that we can now debate all these 
questions as much as their merits might demand 
at another time. 
our bills, I hope we shall come to a vote. 

Mr, CLAYTON. I do not propose to continu 
the debate, but I wish to correct an error of the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee. I did not 
inaugurate the Collins line, as the honorable 
Senator says I did; | did not direct the contract 
to be made; but if I had done so, there is no 
similarity between the cases, It seems to me that 
we may as well direct the Postmaster General to 
go on and make contracts with all the mail-con- 
tractors in the United States. I hold the amend- 
ment exceedingly objectionable, and cannot vote 
for it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. [am conscious of the 


value of time, and I shall endeavor, as far as I 


can, to promote the object of the honorable Sen- | 


ator from Virginia. This case appears to me to 


amount to this: the United States have, as they | 


very seldom do in such cases, made a good bar- 
gain. Owing to circumstances that interfered 
with the ordinary term of four years, for which 


mail contracts are made, this contract—an onerous | 


and expensive one to the contractors—is made 
for only two years. The great expense of per- 
forming it occurs in the beginning. 
is a very short one, the expense of the prepara- 
tion swallows up, and more than swallows up, 
all the profits. There is no doubt we have a 
right to continue a contract, and direct the Post- 
master General, if we please. 
question of expediency whether we please or not. 
If these men can perform the service for $330,000, 
had we not better secure the benefit of that con- 


If the term | 


It is merely a | 


If we propose to get along with | 


tract than put it up to bidding, which we are | 


assured by our former experience will result in 
a cost of six or eight hundred thousand dollars? 
It is quite natural that the contemplated contract- 
ors, Who want six or eight hundred thousand 


dollars, may desire the abolition of this contract, | 


and the breaking up of these contractors who 
have faithfully performed the service. They are 


performing it, and they say, ‘extend the con- | 


tract to the ordinary term of four years, and, 
even with this diminished sum, we shall be able 


to go on and fulfill our engagement with the | 


Government. We have so far been able to do it 


faithfully, and shall be able to do it faithfully | 


hereafter, with this indulgence.’’ Now, is not 


this a consideration which should guide our judg- | 


ment as a matter of expediency? Undoubtedly 


we have the power; and it is expedient, in my | 


judgment, that we should exercise it in this 
case. 

Mr. CLAYTON called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. SLIDELL. By mutual understanding 


| matter which passes through the post office, was | 
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with my colleague, this business has been in- 
trusted to him. I had not made an investigation 
of it, and I was not aware that he had given his | 
consent to this arrangement. Under these cir- 
cumstances, | shall vote for the amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Clay, Crittenden, Geyer,”| 
Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Sebastian, 
Seward, Slidell, Weller, and Yulee—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Beil of New Hampshire, Bell of | 
Tennessee, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodbead, Butler, Cass, | 
Clayton, Collamer, Evans, Foster, Harlan, Houston, Hun- || 
ter, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Stuart, Toombs, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wright—26. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


| 








E. 
necessary, objected. U 
ation, he has authorized me to say his object; 
is withdrawn. It merely provides for the aan 
continuance of service on an important route - 
moderate terms. This is a matter which ae 
explained when it was up before. - 
ir. HUNTER. Does not this provision 
pom to change a contract, and give to the yy 
etter contract than he originally entered 
by means of ‘egislation ? 

Mr. YULEE. No,sir. The gentleman wy 
took the contract was about failing in the 9 
formance of the service on account of the oy. 
tremely low rate at which he had taken it, whey 
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Mr. YULEE. I have another amendment, to 
come in as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the fourth section of the 
act of Congress, approved the Sth of August, 1854, entitled 
** An act making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiscal] year ending 30th June, 
1855,” be, and the same is hereby, continued for one year, 
from August 5, 1856. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is it? 

Mr. YULEE. It is to continue the usual pro- 
vision which has been made since 1854, for the 
recompense of the clerks of the city post office of 
Washington, for the management and distribu- 
tion of a large amount of free matter which passes 
through the city post office. By the act of 1854 
an allowance of one mill per pound upon the free | 


made. ~ It was passed on an estimate made that 
year, by which it was found that the amount of | 
free matter in the month of January in that year 
was eight hundred and fifteen thousand pounds. 
The allowance is limited to $250 per month; it 
cannot exceed that. The clerks there, I under- 
stand, perform continuous labor in the post office, 
with an interval, during the twenty-four, of only 
two hours. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
law ? 

Mr. YULEE. It is to make the same provis- 
ion which has been made annually for the last two 
or three years. ° 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well; let it go. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. Ihave another amendment from 
the Post Office Committee. 


“And be it further enacted, That so much of the first sec- 
tion of the act, approved March 3, 1855, entitled “‘ An act 
making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Depariment during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1856,”’ as relates to the privilege of mail contractors in the 
Territories west of the Mississippi river, in establishing sta- 
tions and having the preémption right of purchase thereto 
when brought into market, be, and the same is hereby, 
extended to mail contractors in the Territory of Minnesota | 
east of the said river, to the extent of one hundred and 
sixty acres to each station made in accordance with said 
act: Provided, That this privilege shall only apply to such 
contractors as may enter into bond, with good and sufficient 
sureties, and in such amount as the Postmaster General 
may direct, obliging them to perform service on the route | 
not less than four years, unless the contract be sooner 
vacated by the order of the Postmaster General. 





Is it to continue an existing 


By the act referred to, the mail contractors in 
Territories west of the Mississippi were author- | 
ized to enter by preémption, at the minimum price 
of the public lands, a section of land at every 
twenty-five miles distance on the route to enable 
them to establish stations. This amendment 
proposes to allow the same preémption to the 
contractors east of the Mississippi in the Minne- 
sota Territory, but limited to a quarter section, 
one hundred and sixty acres, It is recommended 
by the gentleman representing that Territory in 
the other House; and the committee find no objec- 
tion to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. I offer the following amend- | 
ment from the same committee as a new section: | 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General | 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow such compensa- 
tion for the service on route 6842, between Bainbridge, | 
Georgia,and Appalachicola, Florida, as will not exceed the | 
amount of $20,000 per annum. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is not this a private claim? 

Mr. YULEE. It relates to the current service | 
of the year, and is to enable the service to be con- | 
tinued. This amendment is in the language of a 
bill which was reported by the committee some 
time ago, considered by the Senate, and at the 
time explained; but to which, just as the vote 
was being taken, the Senator from South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Eyans,] unanimous consent being | 








he was assured that he would be remunerated 
This was in the midst of the cotton season, th, 
business season on that river. The city of Appe- 
lachicola is the third largest cotton exporter 


; on 
the gulf, and was dependent or on this ar. 
rangement for communication with the Upper 


country. The proposition is to put the seryicg 
on a higher rate, in order to maintain it and pre- 
vent its falling through. We had exhibited i 
the committee the fact, that the service has beep 
performed at a loss of $27,000 a year. In order 
to provide for its continuance, it was Proposed to 
divide the loss between the citizens of Appa. 
lachicola and the Department, and a contract tp 
be made for that purpose. On acomparison with 
the amount paid in the neighboring States, jt jg 
found that this service, at the rate at which woe 
re to authorize compensation to be nade, 
is below the usual rates in that region of the 
country. Itis the only dependence for mail ger. 
vice there. 

Mr. HUNTER. According to the principle 
on which this claim has been brought forward, 
whenever any contractor finds he has an unprof- 
itable contract, if his neighbors will only back 
him, and recommend it, he is to come to Congress 
to appropriate money to make it better. I donot 
understand that the Postmaster General has rec. 
ommended us to give this man additional com. 
pensation. We have no recommendatien from 
the Department; and if we interpose specially on 
an appropriation bill in favor of a claim of this 
kind, (which seems to me to be a private claim,) 
I do not know why we may not have hundreds 
of other applications just as well-founded. 

Mr. YULEE. It does not fall within the prov- 
ince of the Postmaster General; but it is a just 
claim, in the opinion of the committee. At this 
stage of the session I have no desire to detain the 
Senate. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. YULEE. Iam directed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads to report another 
amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury shall proceed to execute the provisions of the 
ninth section of the act of March 3, 1855, entitled * An act 
making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Departinent for the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1856,” 
in conformity with the directions of said act, notwithstand- 
ing the acceptance, by William L. Blanchard, of one 
month’s extra compensation under his contract—the said 
payment to be deducted from any further allowance, if aiy 
be made, under said act. 


I will state the facts necessary to understand the 
recommendation made by the committee. Under 
the act of the last Congress, the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, under the direction of the Attor- 
ney General, was instructed to inquire whether 
the contract of William L. Blanchard had been 
violated without any fault on his part, and, if so, to 
assess the damages which he had suffered in con- 
sequence of the violation. The Attorney General 
and First Comptroller decided that it had been 
violated without his fault. ‘The assessment 
was proceeding, when, as represented to us, the 
claimant, being pressed by pecuniary embarrass- 
ment, asked for one month’s extra compensation, 
to which he would have been entitled if it had 
been treated as a contract legally annulled. That 
was paid, but under the expression of opinion by 
the Attorney General that his acceptance would 
operate to bar any further examination into the 
question of damages—that he had an election 0 
treat it as a contract legally vacated by the Post 
master General, and therefore entitling him to one 
month’s extra compensation, or to treat it as coll 
templated by the act of Congress as a case fot 
damages. He accepted the one month’s extra pay 
because, as alleged by him, he was obliged to ¢0 
so by his circumstances. The committee, co! 











